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Course

MJ 1.1
Objective
Outcome

Course
Content

MN 1.1

SYLLABUS
WESTERN MUSIC
RABINDRA BHARATI UNIVERSITY

MJ Courses Credit Marks P/T
SEMESTER 1
Rudiments of Western Music — Practical 4 50 P
Applications

Introduce students to Western music theory's foundational concepts,
notation, and terminology.
Students will learn to read, understand, and apply basic Western music
notation and theory in practical contexts.
Brief overview of the fundamental concepts covered in the course.
Importance of understanding rudiments as a foundation for musical
study.
Notation and Basic Elements
Introduction to musical notation: staff, clefs, notes, rests, and time
signatures.
Understanding rhythm and meter: note values, time divisions, and
counting.
Scales and Intervals
Building MJ and MN scales: whole steps, half steps, and key signatures.
Identifying intervals: consonant, dissonant, and their sonic
characteristics.
Chords and Harmony
Formation of triads: MJ, MN, augmented, and diminished chords.
Basics of harmonic progressions and chord function within a key.
Melody and Melodic Structure
Crafting melodic lines using scale patterns and intervals.
Exploring melodic contour, phrase structure, and motifs.
Basic Sight-Reading and Ear Training
Practical exercises for reading musical notation and rhythms.
Developing basic ear training skills through identifying intervals and
chord qualities.
Time and Tempo
Understanding tempo markings and their effect on musical
interpretation.
Exploring common time signatures and their rhythmic characteristics.

Introduction to Basic Chords Strumming 4 50 P
Techniques



Objective
Outcome

Course
Content

IDC 1.1
Objective

Outcome

Course
Content

To introduce students to fundamental guitar chords and basic strumming
techniques, building a solid foundation for rhythm playing.
Students will be able to confidently play basic chords and apply
strumming patterns to create rhythm in simple songs.
Introduction to Basic Chords

Understanding the Guitar

Overview of the guitar parts

How to hold the guitar

Tuning basics

Introduction to Chords

Explanation of MJ and MN chords

Common chord shapes

Lesson 3: Playing Open Chords

Learning and practising open chords (e.g., C, G, D, E, A)
Transitioning between chords smoothly

Acoustics and Sound Engineering 3 50 P

To provide students with a foundational understanding of the principles of
acoustics and sound engineering, enabling them to apply these concepts in
various audio-related fields.

Students will gain practical skills in sound measurement, analysis, and
engineering, preparing them for careers in audio technology, sound
design, and related industries.

Sound and Acoustics

Defining Sound Waves, Frequency, Amplitude, and Wavelength

Characteristics of Sound Waves

Analysing the Properties of Sound Waves: Speed, Phase, and More
Understanding How Sound Waves Travel and Interact

Sound Reflection and Absorption

Exploring How Sound Reflects off Surfaces and Materials
Understanding Acoustic Treatment and Soundproofing

Basic Principles of Acoustics

Resonance and Harmonics

Understanding Resonance Frequencies and Harmonic Series

Different Types of Microphones and Their Applications
Converting Acoustic Sound to Electrical Signals

Mixers and Signal Processing

Understanding Mixer Functions, Channels, and Controls
Exploring Signal Processing: EQ, Compression, and Effects
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Recording and Production

Yoga for Concentration & Mental 3 50 T
Development

To enhance concentration and mental development through the systematic
practice of Yoga.

Improved focus, cognitive function, and emotional stability in
practitioners.

Introduction to Yoga for Concentration and Mental Development
Understanding the Mind-Body Connection

Linking Breath, Movement, and Mind for Enhanced Concentration
Benefits of Yoga for Mental Well-being

Highlighting the Positive Effects of Yoga on Cognitive Function
Stress Reduction, Improved Memory, and Emotional Balance
Foundations of Yoga Practice

Basic Yoga Poses for Focus

Introducing Poses that Promote Mindfulness and Concentration

Practicing Breath Control to Calm the Mind and Enhance Focus
Breath Exercises for Clarity and Relaxation

Mindfulness Meditation for Concentration

Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation

Focusing on Breath, Sensations, and Thoughts
Developing a Regular Mindfulness Meditation Practice
Yoga Nidra for Mental Clarity

Music Technology and Production 4 50 T

Equip students with the knowledge and skills to use modern music
technology for creative production and sound design.

Students will be proficient in utilizing music technology tools for
producing, editing, and enhancing audio projects.

Understanding Music Technology

Importance of Technology in Modern Music Production

Roles and Responsibilities in Music Production

Recording Techniques and Equipment
Recording Fundamentals



MJ 2.1
Objective
Outcome

Course
Content

Exploring Microphones, Mic Placement, and Recording Spaces

Capturing Clean and High-Quality Audio

Digital Audio Workstations (DAWS)

Introduction to Software and Its Functions

Recording, Editing, and Mixing in a Digital Environment
Electronic Music Production

Utilizing Synthesizers, Drum Machines, and Virtual Instruments
Creating Beats, Basslines, and Melodies in Electronic Music
Mixing and Audio Processing

Mixing Techniques

Understanding Reverb, Chorus, and More
Applying Effects to Enhance Sound and Create Ambiance
Music Arrangement and Composition, Arrangement Principles.

SEMESTER 2

Performing Ability of major and minor 4 50 P
Scales & Arpeggios

To develop technical proficiency and musical expression through the
performance of major and minor scales and arpeggios.

Students will demonstrate improved technical skill, accuracy, and
musicality in performing scales and arpeggios across various keys.

MJ Scales

A. Understanding the MJ Scale Structure B. Fingerings and Hand
Positions C. Intonation and Tone Quality D. Speed and Fluidity in Scale
Execution E. Two-Octave MJ Scales F. Articulation Techniques G.
Practice Strategies

MN Scales

A. Natural MN, Harmonic MN, and Melodic MN Scale Structures B.
Fingerings and Hand Positions C. Expressive Phrasing in MN Scales D.
Two-Octave MN Scales E. Shifting between MJ and Relative MN Scales
F. Articulation and Dynamics in MN Scales G. Practice Techniques for
Mastery

Harmonies

A. MJ and MN Triads B. Seventh Chords (MJ 7th, MN 7th, Dominant
7th) C. Inversions and Arpeggio Patterns D. Connecting Arpeggios with
Scales E. Artistic Interpretation in Arpeggio Performance F. Speed and



MN 2.1
Objective

Outcome

Course
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IDC 2.1
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Precision in Arpeggio Execution G. Advanced Arpeggio Patterns
(Extended Chords)

Playing Chord Progressions and 4 50 P
Accompaniment

To develop students' proficiency in playing chord progressions and
providing effective musical accompaniment in various styles.

Students will be able to confidently play chord progressions and
accompany melodies across different genres, enhancing their overall
musicianship.

Chord Progressions and Accompaniment

Basic Understanding of Chords

Fundamentals of Chords

MJ and MN Chords

Rhythm and Timing

Importance of Timing in Accompaniment

Developing Accompaniment Patterns

Identifying Chords by Ear

Ear Training Apps and Exercises

Practical Application and Performance
Applying Chord Knowledge to Real Songs

Music Direction 3 50 T

To equip students with the essential skills and knowledge required for
effective music direction in various performance and production settings.

Students will be able to successfully direct musical projects, incorporating
creative and technical expertise to achieve professional-level productions.

Introduction to Music Direction
Definition and Role

The Process of Music Direction
Pre-production Planning

Rehearsals and Collaboration with Musicians
Genres and Styles in Music Direction
Contemporary and Popular Music

Film and Television Scoring

Understanding Musical Elements
Technology in Music Direction

Digital Tools and Software

Recording and Mixing Techniques
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Course
Content

CvC
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Objective
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Balancing Artistic Vision and Practical Constraints
Managing Creative Differences

Notable Music Directors
Professional Development Opportunities
The Impact of Music Direction on the Audience

Technological Advancements
Evolving Artistic Trends

Yoga for Skill Enhancement 3 50 P

To cultivate practical yoga skills that enhance physical, mental, and
emotional well-being.

Students will develop improved focus, flexibility, and resilience, leading
to overall personal and professional growth.

Mind-Body Connection in Music.

Relationship between mind and body in musical performance.
Breath Awareness Techniques.

Importance of breath control in musical expression.

Specific yogic breathing exercises for musicians.

Attitude and Alignment for Instrumentalists

Addressing common attitude issues among musicians

Yoga stretches for enhancing flexibility in fingers, wrists, and other
relevant muscle groups.

Improving the range of motion for better instrument mastery.

Stress Reduction and Performance Anxiety.

Yoga as a tool for managing performance anxiety.

Relaxation techniques for musicians before and during performances
Mindfulness and Musical Interpretation.

History of Music Composition 4 50 P

To provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the evolution
of music composition across different historical periods.

Students will gain an in-depth knowledge of key compositional
techniques, styles, and influential composers, enabling them to analyze
and create music within historical contexts.



Course
Content

MJ 3.1
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Early Music and Ancient Traditions

Ancient Mesopotamian and Egyptian Music
Greek and Roman Contributions

Medieval Music Notation and Theory

The Middle Ages (500-1400)

Gregorian Chant and Monophonic Music
Development of Polyphony

Notable Composers and Manuscripts
The Renaissance Period (1400-1600)

Emergence of Renaissance Music

The Rise of Secular Music

Influence of Key Composers (e.g., Josquin des Prez, Palestrina)
The Baroque Era (1600-1750)

Characteristics of Baroque Music
Development of Opera and Instrumental Music
MJ Composers (e.g., Bach, Handel, Vivaldi)
The Classical Period (1750-1820)

SEMESTER 3
Art of Staff Notation Writing 4 50 T

To develop proficiency in creating and interpreting staff notation for
various musical compositions.

Students will be able to accurately write and read musical scores,
facilitating effective communication and performance of musical works.
Fundamentals of Staff Notation

Understanding the Staff: Lines and Spaces

Clefs and Their Functions

Note Values and Rhythmic Notation

Writing Techniques

Placement of Notes on the Staff

Advanced Notation Practices
Complex Rhythms and Time Signatures
Extended Techniques and Modern Notation



MJ 3.2
Objective
Outcome

Course
Content

Use of Software Tools for Notation
Notation for Different Instruments
Specific Notation Practices for Keyboard Instruments

Orchestral and Ensemble Notation

Vocal and Choral Notation

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
Errors in Rhythmic Notation

Writing for Compositions and Arrangements
Preparing Scores for Performances

Teaching and Educational Uses of Staff Notation
Future Trends in Staff Notation

Ear Training and Sight-Reading Ability 4 50 P

To enhance students' ability to identify and perform musical elements
through aural training and sight-reading exercises.

Students will demonstrate improved proficiency in recognizing musical
patterns and executing them accurately in real time.

Interval Recognition

Chord and Harmony Identification
Rhythmic Dictation

Developing Pitch Discrimination

Absolute vs. Relative Pitch
Techniques for Enhancing Pitch Accuracy
Advanced Ear Training Techniques

Transcribing Music by Ear
Analyzing Complex Harmonic Progressions
Ear Training Tools and Resources

Software and Apps
Recommended Exercises and Practice Routines
Challenges and Solutions

Common Difficulties in Ear Training
Strategies for Overcoming Obstacles
Sight-Reading Ability

Introduction to Sight-Reading



Importance in Music Performance
Differences from Ear Training
Fundamentals of Sight-Reading

Reading Rhythms and Notes
Understanding Musical Notation and Symbols
Developing Sight-Reading Skills

MN 3.1 Staff Notation 4 50 T

Objective To equip students with the skills to read and interpret musical scores
using staff notation.

Outcome Students will be able to accurately read and notate music on a staff,
facilitating effective performance and analysis of musical compositions.

Course Definition and Purpose
Content  Historical Development
The Staff and Its Components
The Staff Lines and Spaces
The Clefs (Treble, Bass, Alto, etc.)
The Grand Staff

Note Values and Rhythms

Whole Notes, Half Notes, Quarter Notes, and Eighth Notes
Dotted Notes and Ties

Rests and Their Durations

Scales and Key Signatures
MJ and MN Scales

Key Signature Placement
Circle of Fifths

Time Signatures and Meter
Understanding Time Signatures
Simple and Compound Meters
Beats and Measures

IDC3.1 Comparative Study Between Different 3 50 T
Art Forms

Objective To analyze the similarities and differences between music and various art
forms through a comparative study of their structures, techniques, and
expressions.
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Outcome Enhanced understanding of how music intersects with other art forms,
leading to insights that can inform interdisciplinary approaches and
educational strategies in the arts.

Course Definition and Characteristics of Western Music

Content  Overview of Various Art Forms
Evolution of Western Music
Historical Contexts of Different Art Forms
Theoretical Frameworks in Other Art Forms
Cultural and Social Contexts
Influence of Western Music on Society and Culture
Cultural Significance of Various Art Forms
Analysis of Musical Structure in Western Music
Structural Characteristics of Different Art Forms
Emotional Expression in Western Music
Aesthetic Experiences Across Different Art Forms
Instrumentation and Composition Techniques in Western Music
Techniques and Methods in Other Art Forms
Integration of Western Music in Theatre and Dance
Impact on Contemporary Art and Media

SEC Sight Reading and Ear Training 3 50 P
3.1

Objective To develop students' ability to accurately sight-read music and improve
their aural skills through practical exercises and assessments.

Outcome  Students will demonstrate improved proficiency in reading and
interpreting musical scores and enhanced ability to identify and reproduce
musical elements by ear.

Course Basic Techniques

Content  Note Recognition
Rhythmic Accuracy
Use of Sight Reading Exercises
Dealing with Complex Rhythms
Overcoming Sight Reading Anxiety

Technological Aids

Sight Reading Apps

Online Resources

Applications in Music Performance
Sight Reading in Ensemble Settings
Application in Solo Performance

Ear Training



MJ 4.1
Objective

Outcome

Course
Content
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Introduction to Ear Training

Definition and Benefits

The Role of Ear Training in Musicianship
Fundamental Skills

Interval Recognition

Chord Identification

Transcribing Music by Ear
Complex Rhythmic Dictation

Ear Training Exercises

Utilizing Aural Skills Apps

Common Difficulties

Overcoming Pitch Discrimination Issues

SEMESTER 4

History of European Music 4 50 T

To explore the development and impact of European music from its
origins to the contemporary period, analyzing key composers, styles, and
historical contexts.

Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of the evolution of
European music and its influence on the broader musical landscape, with
an ability to critically assess historical and stylistic developments.
Ancient Beginnings

Early Music in Ancient Greece and Rome

Gregorian Chant and the Middle Ages

The Renaissance Era
Development of Polyphony

Influences of Humanism on Music
Baroque Period
Birth of Opera and Oratorio

Innovations in Instrumental Music
Classical Period

The Rise of Sonata Form

The Symphony and the String Quartet
Romantic Era

20th Century Developments
The Impact of Modernism and Avant-Garde Movements



MJ 4.2
Objective

Outcome

Course
Content

MJ 4.3
Objective

Outcome
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Evolution of Jazz and Popular Music
Contemporary European Music

Interval, Chord 5 50 P

To understand the theoretical and practical aspects of intervals and chords
in music theory.

Students will be able to identify, construct, and analyze intervals and
chords, applying these concepts to music composition and performance.

Practice on Intervals

Introduction to Intervals

Identifying Interval Types

Interval Recognition Exercises

Interval Training with Scales

Using Intervals in Melodic Construction

Interval Practice through Ear Training Apps
Common Interval Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
Interval Practice in Different Musical Contexts

Practice on Chords

Understanding Basic Chord Structures

MJ and MN Chords

Chord Inversions and Voicings

Practicing Chord Progressions

Applying Chords in Harmonic Analysis
Extended and Altered Chords

Chord Practice with Rhythmic Variations
Common Chord Progressions and Their Use
Advanced Techniques

Exploring Complex Intervals

Advanced Chord Extensions and Alterations
Practicing Modal Interchange

Integrating Intervals and Chords in Composition
Transposing Intervals and Chords
Improvisation with Intervals and Chords

Composition of Theme Music 5 50 P
To design a comprehensive syllabus for the study of theme music,
integrating theoretical knowledge and practical application.

A structured and engaging syllabus that enhances students' understanding
and skills in theme music composition and analysis.



Course
Content

MN 4.1
Objective

Outcome

Course
Content
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Understanding the Purpose of Theme Music
Definition and Role

Examples in Film, TV, and Video Games
Elements of Effective Theme Music
Melody and Harmony

Rhythm and Tempo

Instrumentation and Orchestration
Structuring Your Theme

Repetition and Variation

Harmonic Progressions

Counterpoint and Texture

Creating a Catchy Melody

Techniques for Crafting Memorable Melodies
Use of Motifs and Hooks

Orchestration and Instrumentation
Choosing the Right Instruments

Balancing the Score

Notation and Preparation for Performance
Recording and Production Tips

Performing Vocals While Playing 4 50 P
To develop the skills necessary for effective vocal performance while
accompanying oneself on an instrument.

Participants will be able to confidently perform vocals while
simultaneously playing an instrument, demonstrating improved
coordination and musical expression.

Choose Your Music: Select a song that you are comfortable with and
know well. Starting with simpler pieces can help build confidence.

Practice Separately:

Instrument: Practice playing the piece until you are comfortable with the
notes and rhythm.

Voice: Practice singing the song until you can sing it smoothly without
needing to think too much about the words or melody.

Combine Gradually:

Slow Practice: Start by playing and singing slowly. Focus on one section
of the song at a time.

Focus on Coordination: Pay attention to the timing between your voice
and the instrument. It helps to count beats and practice maintaining a
steady rhythm.
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MJ 5.3
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SEMESTER 5

Knowledge of a Range of Various 4 50 T
Instruments

To provide students with a comprehensive understanding of diverse
musical instruments and their roles across different genres and cultures.
Students will be able to identify, describe, and analyze a variety of
instruments, demonstrating a nuanced appreciation of their function and
significance in various musical contexts.

Practical Knowledge on Transposition 4 50 P

To develop proficiency in transposing music across various keys and
clefs.

Students will demonstrate the ability to accurately transpose music,
maintaining musical integrity and adapting to different keys and clefs.

Practical Knowledge of Improvisation 4 50 P
Techniques

To equip students with practical skills in improvisation techniques,
enabling them to creatively adapt and innovate within various musical
contexts.

Students will demonstrate an enhanced ability to spontaneously create and
modify musical ideas, showcasing versatility and creativity across diverse
genres and performance settings.

Ability to Perform Non-Classical Music 4 50 A/P

To develop the ability to proficiently perform non-classical Western
music styles, encompassing genres such as jazz, pop, rock, and blues,
through skilful interpretation and technical execution.

Learners will acquire the essential techniques, stylistic understanding, and
performance confidence needed to interpret and perform various non-
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classical Western music genres, showcasing versatility and artistic
expression.

Theory of Western Music 4 50 T

To understand the fundamental principles, structures, and historical
development of Western music theory, enabling a deeper appreciation and
analysis of musical compositions.

Learners will gain proficiency in reading, analyzing, and composing
music using Western notation, harmony, melody, and rhythm, fostering
both theoretical knowledge and practical application.

SEMESTER 6

Introduction to European Composers & 4 50 T
Performers

To explore and understand the contributions of key European composers
and performers, analyzing their influence on the evolution of classical
music traditions.

Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of European classical
music, recognizing stylistic innovations, cultural impacts, and the legacies
of prominent composers and performers.

Practical Knowledge of Different Scales 4 50 P

To develop practical proficiency in identifying, understanding, and
applying various musical scales in performance and composition.
Students will be able to recognize, play, and utilize different scales
confidently, enhancing their ability to improvise, compose, and interpret
music across diverse genres.

Ability to perform Hindustani Raga 4 50 P

To explore and demonstrate the adaptability of Hindustani ragas on
Western instruments while preserving the authenticity of traditional
Indian classical music.

A successful performance of Hindustani ragas on Western instruments,
showcasing their versatility and expanding the global reach of Indian
classical music.



MJ 6.4
Objective

Outcome

Course
Content
MN 6.1

Objective

Outcome

Course
Content

MJ 7.1
MJ 7.2
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MJ 7.4
MN 7.1
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European Classical Music 4 50 P

To explore the evolution and influence of European classical music from
its origins to the modern era.

A comprehensive understanding of the key composers, styles, and cultural
impacts that shaped the development of European classical music across
different periods.

Scales and Fretboard Knowledge 4 50 P
Ear Training and Song Transcription

Develop comprehensive understanding of scales and fretboard navigation
to enhance musical improvisation and ear training for accurate song
transcription.

Improved ability to play and identify scales across the fretboard,
heightened aural skills for recognizing intervals and melodies, and
proficiency in transcribing songs by ear.

SEMESTER 7

Acoustics and Mathematics of Music 4 50 T
Indigenous Art, Culture & Folk Music 4 50 T
Knowledge of Arrangement 4 50 P
Background Music Composition 4 50 A/P
History of European Music 4 50 T
SEMESTER 8

Theory of Advanced Melody, Harmony 4 50 T
and Rhythm

Dissertation Writing 4 50 AT
Demonstration: Non-Classical Music 4 50 P
Demonstration: Classical Music 4 50 P
Performance Skills and Stage Presence 4 50 P
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