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Executive Summary

“Rama Leela Kirtan”—Preservation and documentation of nearly

extinct Musical art form in Bengal :
Introduction :

In this Chapter of the mega epic, Ramayana, of the Middle Ages, a lot of
discussions, have been made in the Vedas, the Upanishads, and similar
scriptures, Ramayana, or Rama Kahini has been mentioned. In the times of
the Upanishads, many a times, Rama has been united with an intellectual
being. But that opinion had not become very popular. This opinion has been
maintain in Rama Upanishad, Shri Ram Tapini Upanishad, and Shree

Ramottar as well as Shastriyo Upanishad and Rahasya Upanishad, etc.

Mahabharata and Haribansha’s Ram Leela:

In Shantiparba of the Mahabharata, Shree Krishna narrated the story of the
King Rama to Yudhishthira. Ved Vyas’s episode Rama Kahini has this
description. Apart from this, Mahabharata’s Varna episode as well as in
Markandeya Purana, Yudhishthira’s episode of Rama Kahini has been
mentioned. In three portions of Haribansha’s version, Rama Katha has been
mentioned. In Haribansha’s 41* episode, the Vishnu Parba Chapter, Rama

Katha, even Bala Kanda has been discussed.

Rama Katha in different Puranas :

Composed in India, different Puranas have described Rama Katha

differently. In 5 places of the Brahmapurana, Rama Katha has been



mentioned. Apart from this, in Padma purana, Rama Katha has been
mentioned. In Agni Purana, Rama is mentioned as an Avatar, apart from
this, in  Bhrahmabhairabpurana,  Vishnupurana, = Bhagwatpurana,
Karmapurana, Lingopurana, Vayupurana, Garurpurana, Nrisinghapurana,
Banhipurana,  Souryapurana,  Kalkipurana,  Vishnudharmadtapurana,
Kalikapurana, Brihaddharnapurana, Skondapurana—in these Puranas,
Rama Katha has been mentioned. In most parts of these Puranas, Rama has

been described as an Avatar.

Ram Leela in Jataka Literature :

In ancient times, discussions of Gautama Buddha in Jataka literature has
gained a position; Dasharatha Jataka had been most popular in Buddhist
Rama Katha. Here some episodes have been narrated which are greatly
different from Valmiki’s Ramayana. Anamak Jataka, that has been
composed in China, has lots of illustrations on Rama Katha, that have been
made. Gautama Buddha’s glory and divinity have been highlighted through

these works.

Ram Leela in Jain Literature :

In Jain Literature, Rama Leela has been described in great details. However,
in Jain literature, Rama or Lakshmana, etc, have been described as the
following religions, “Payum Charita”, “Upadeshpada”, “Mahapurana”,
“Rama-Lakshman Charitam” “Uttorapuran” “Brihadramakosh”
“Kahabali”. Jain Ramayana and in such other scriptures, Rama katha, or

Rama Gatha, was shown in this manner.



Ramayana songs outside India :

Ramayana has traversed through 3 different paths, East, through Myanmar,
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, and in Vietnam; Gujarat, through business
people, in the paths of the seas, south, to places like Java, Sumatra, and the
Malaya lands. And finally, to Uttar Bharat, or North India, in places like

Punjab, Kashmir, Ramayana has travelled to China, Tibet, etc.

In all these places, Ramayana songs or in the context of Rama Leela scripts,
Thailand’s “Ramakien”, Malaysia’s “Hitkayar Sheri”, Philippines’
“Daranjel”, Laos’ “Phailan”, Cambodia’s “Rama Kriti”, Myanmar’s
“Thiri Rama” have been discussed on a serious note. Apart from this,
Chinese Rama Katha, Sinhalese Rama Katha, Tibetan Rama Katha, Ghotali
Ramakatha, Japanese Rama Katha, Nepali Rama Katha—have been
discussed. In the countries of Trinidad and Tobago, Surinam, Guyana, and

in different western countries, Rama Leela has been discussed.

Chapter i: The practice and expansion of Bengali Ramayana :

In this chapter, it has been shows how Ramayana, composed in the Sanskrit
language, and other Western Ramayanas influenced Bengali Ramayana. In
19" century Ad, Ramayana composed in the Sanskrit Language, and other
Ramayanas, Jogobishishto Adhattoma Ramayana, Adbhuta Ramayana,
Ananda Ramayana, Jatwasango Ramayana, Bhugandi Ramayana, have been
discussed in this chapter. Apart from this, is 19 more books of Rama Leela,
that have been mentioned in these books. In Bengal, Krittibas’ Ramayana

has been discussed here. Along with this, how many books have been



confused in the hands of the script writers of these scriptures. In 15"—19"

centuries, this spread even more.

Chapter ii : Different changed styles of Ramayana Gaana in Bengal :

The history of the Ramayana is very ancient, but in the first and initial
phase, it had taken support of some folk stories. In Bengal, prior to the 8"
and 9™ centuries, the Ramayana had not been so prevalent. The first
direction of Bengali Rama Kahini had been provided in the 9" century, in
the times of the Pal dynasty. During this time, we get “Ramcharita of
Abhinanda”. After this, in the 13™ century, some dramas like “Bali Badh”
“Maya Longhon” etc, we get to read, that had been composed in the
Sanskrit language. However, the first Rama Katha that was documented was
Krittibas Ojha’s Sriram Panchali in the 1500s. in that time, almost 500 poets
had translated the Ramayana from Sanskrit to Bengali. Krittibas had been
the most popular amongst them, famous poets were Nityananda Acharya,
Ramshankar and others. These names that deserve special mentions, are
Bengali women poets, who composed Ramaya in Bengali. They were,

Gangamoni Dasi, Chandraboti, Saudamini, and Subarnanalini Devi.

Bishnupuri Ramayana :

In Mallabhum and Dakshin Rath, Raja Raghunath Singh introduces poet
Chandrashekhar Chakraborty who composed this Ramayana. This version
of the Ramayana used to be found in panchali gaan and fusions of panchali

gaan with oral traditions of storytelling.



Jharkhandi Ramayana :

Binandiya Singha had been one of the Jharkhandi poets. She had converted
Ramayana into different forms of Jhumur, which became popular with the

local people.

Bangla Ramayana :

Depending on Ramayana, many “lok geeti” or folk songs have become
popular. The songs of these folk song poets were called “Bhatt”. These pala
songs which were comedy in tone, having “Hasyakautuk”—“Roybar Pala:
had been given prominence. This apart, “Baromashia” pala also became

very popular.

The tradition of Krittibasi Ramayana :

Singers used to sing Krittibas’ Ramayana after practicing a lot. Ramayana
singers used “Payer” and “Nachari”, tune and rhythm, to perform Krittibas’
Ramayana. In the 1900s. Krittibas’ Ramayana used to be performed in the
pala form. In the hands of the singers were, “chamar”, “mandira”, wearing
“nupur” on their feet. In this aspect, the rituals and rules they followed have
been discussed accurately. Before 1700 century, “Rama Panchali: its simple

tunes, were present everywhere.

From the 1800 century, we find Ramayana songs being sung in Pala form.

From those times, we find Ramajatra groups being started.



This apart, at the end of this chapter in West Bengal, the province of Rarh,
“Ramleela”, “Jhumur”, that had been prevalent, in the Bankura district,
were the 200 years old “Ravana-Kata mukhosh Ramayana”, Jalpaiguri,
Cooch Behar, Alipurduar and Gualpara in Assam, “Kushaangaan” and
Banga Parampara, “Moukhik Ramayana” have been seriously discussed.
This apart, Mahishmari in West Bengal, in the places of Darjeeling has been
promoted. “Lankagaan”, “Ramagaan” in West Bengal, and 24 parganas

have been discussed. These art forms have become almost extinct.

Chapter iii : A comparative study of other Ramayana gaan in India:

During this, in this whole of India, there have been a discussion about the
versions of Ramayana that take place. Among them, in all probability,
Tamil Ramayana, Telegu Ramayana, Kannada Ramayana, Malayali
Ramayana, Assamese Ramayana, Maithili Ramayana, Gujarati Ramayana,
Kashmiri Ramayana, Urdu and Parsi Ramayana, Punjabi Ramayana,
Adivasi Ramayana, Manipuri Ramayana, Sindhi Ramayana, and Bihari

Ramayana, etc, have been discussed in great detail.

Chapter iv : Some notations regarding few palas of Rama Leela Kirtan :

Ramleela Kirtan has 3 palas where 'Swaralipi'/notations have been
provided. After introducing these pala songs, artists have been asked to sing
and these songs have been recorded. Later on, these pala songs have been

written with their notations to serve as a ready reference for future



generations of scholars, not only to preserve these fast disappearing forms
of songs/music, but also to aid researchers to carry on with research work.
One part of preservation is to organise seminars. On 14" September 2022,
we had organised a seminar where the chief guest was Professor Barun
Kumar Chakraborty. He had delivered a lecture in Bengali on Ramayana
songs, on the origin and development. The keynote speaker had been
Professor Jyotsna Chattopadhayay, she had delivered a lecture on the impact
of Ramayana songs in the Asian countries. This apart, Dr. Amitava
Adhforms and Dr. Sujata Dey had presented Ramayana Songs in
“patachitra” forms, and discussed them in great detail. Project fellow Dr.
Sabitri Jhuri, while doing project work, delivered a lecture on the socio-
cultural conditions of the Ramayana artists. This apart, in this seminar,
Ramayana artists Shri Manindra Nath Jana and Shri Rameshwar Ganguly
performed Rama Leela Kirtan in their different styles. In this seminar, the
department of Vocal Music students and observers participated and received

certificates.

Chapter V : A short biography on the few singers of Ramayana Gana :

In this chapter, in West Bengal, in different districts, Ramayana singers and
their musical life has been briefly discussed. Almost 30 artists and their
works have been mentioned here. It has been understood that these last
generations to keep alive this tradition of presenting and performing
Ramayana songs. After this generation, we doubt there would be a

continuation of this tradition.



Conclusion :

In West Bengal, in earlier times, the presentation of Ramayana songs was
different in different places. But with the passage of time, this “Ramayana
gaan” has become dependent on one simple style and started getting
performed in this manner. As a result, with the decrease of enthusiastic
audience, the next generation also showed a decline of the talented singers
of Ramayana Gaan. In present times, this tradition has been almost lost.
Bangla Ramayana song, refer to both east and West Bengal. Here too, in
“Kundi” gram, of West Bengal, “Kushangan” of this place, “Ram kirtana”
of Jessore and Narail, “Ramamangal” of Mymensingh, “Ramlila” of
Lalmonihaat, etc, have become famous for having Ramayana songs. The
people of different religions come out of their religious differences to hear
and present these songs. Interestingly, there to these styles of songs of
Ramayana Songs have become almost extinct. In these two countries, due to
lack of propaganda, lack of public/central/private patronage, these styles of
Ramayana songs have become almost extinct. All cultured people have the
potentiality to increase and spread and/or regain the glory of Ramayana

songs.
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The present work was an attempt to highlight the existence of Samgitasara in the
domain of Indian Musicology in the form of a critical edition. This project tries to
bring a critical edition of Samgitasara with the original text and an introduction
supplemented by sources and references. So, a well-known treatise on Indian
music from eastern India can be presented to the academic world in print for the
first time. The primary objective of this proposal 1s to highlight the new elements
of the history of textual musicology in India. The work also evaluates the musical
interpretation available in the text by appreciating it in the light of modern research
techniques.

The long tradition of the textual and intellectual study of Indian music has offered
quite a good number of treatises highlighting the origin and development of the
performing arts as a significant part of the cultural heritage in India. Indian music
as a glorious part of our cultural heritage started its journey from time immemorial
and created a long history full of incredible potential. Vedic and post-Vedic
literature offer lots of supporting evidence that stand as sincere proof of the
importance of music in Indian civilization. Since very early days, various technical
aspects have been adopted by scholars and performers to maintain the exact form
of culture, performance and practices like - chanting, singing, dancing, instrument
playing, and so on. Proper explanation of those technical sides hidden behind the
musical performance is available in these textual documentations. Whether it is the
scientific theory of sound production or psychological, philosophical and aesthetic
aspects of any stream of Indian performing arts, all have been extensively
illustrated and vividly documented in several forms of past records, including —
Textual writings, inscriptions, temple reliefs and so on. Among them, musical or
musicological texts took the most important part in fulfilling the above purpose.
For instance, the name of Vedic Puspasiitra might be regarded as the oldest
documents of musicological literature in Sanskrit. This is because, the work is
representative for a whole class of technical works on Vedic recitation and
providing us with detail knowledge on meter, phonetics, musical notes and many
such related things. However, this vast technical literature could so far not solve
the entire problem of understanding connected with the subject in different ages.
Specially, when the intermingling of cultural materials took place during foreign
invasion, heterogeneous streams of typical problems grew in the field of scholarly




venture. Due to this reason, gradually the system and style of writing is seen to be
changed in all ages. But whatever be the technical problems and changed style of
writing, sincere scholars made a continuous tradition for bringing out proper
explanation through textual documentation through the ages. Bharata, the author of
Natyasastra (1st Century B.C.), Dattila, the author of Dattilam (2nd Century
A.D.), Matanga, the author of Brhaddesi (5th-7th Century A.D.), Somesvara, the
author of Manasollasa (1131 A.D.),Sarangadeva, the author of Samgitaratnakara
(13th Century A.D.), Parsvadeva, the author of Samgitasamayasara(13th Century
A.D.), Rana Kumbha, the author of Samgitardja (1433-1468 .A.D.), Subhankara,
the author ofSamgitadamodara(2nd half of 16 C.A.D.) along with many other
enlightened scholars have followed this hard way of textual tradition.

Harinayaka, (the 2" half of the 15" century) is lately highlighted as a bright
scholar of Eastern India in the vast field of textual musicology for his extensive
works Samgitasara. Although, the Samgitasara is known to be a highly
accomplished text on Indian music, but the text is still kept in its manuscript form.
Quotations from Samgitasarais available in many other later texts of Indian music.
For many years, the scholars in the eastern part of the country were in search of a
manuscript copy of ‘Samgitasarabut they could not succeed but only found some
secondary sources in Oriya literature. Sometimes, sections of the original text have
been frequently quoted by the authors in later centuries and have translated parts of
it into other Indian languages, including Hindi, Urdu and Bengali. This in turn lead
to a steadily increasing popularity of Harinayaka’s treatise. Fortunately, the text
Samgitasara is found in incomplete manner. With a great controversy on author’s
identity a few lines have also been arranged in a scattered way. Nevertheless, a
critical edition of Harinayaka’sSamgitasararemains elusive so far. Various copies
of the text are extant at archives in the personal collections in eastern India (mostly
in Bengal and Odisha). However, these have so far not been comparatively
assessed together in a critical edition.

The present proposal is a humble attempt to highlight the existence ofSamgitasara
in the domain of Indian Musicology in the form of a critical edition. This project
will try to bring a critical edition of Samgitasara with the original text and an
introduction supplemented by sources and references. So that, a known treatise on
Indian music from eastern India can be presented to the academic world in print for




the first time. The work will also evaluate the musical interpretation available in
the text by appreciating it in the light of modern research techniques.

The primary objective of this proposal is to highlight the new elements of the
history of textual musicology in India. The unpublished text confined in the
manuscript form till today may surely form an important part of this reconstruction
of cultural history. The other objectives can be listed like this —

l.

The appearance of this text may also become a landmark in the field of
musicological literature in the eastern tradition of India for many reasons. As
the text Samgitasara is the representatives of earlier history of Indian
musicology there remain possibilities of detecting new dimensions in the
field of historical development in the field of culture.

The text may provide suitable links, which remain missing within India’s
tradition of textual musicology. On the other hand, proper evaluation of the
earlier scholars like Harinayaka is a need of the day to know the contribution
as well as the social position of them.

. However, the texts constructed from manuscript reading which will also

open a broad scope in the field of comparative study among various schools
of musicology in their contemporary India.

It may provide a rare opportunity to know the eastern schools of
musicological treaties by observing the Samgitasara minutely.
Harinayaka’sSamgitasara bridging the gap existed between Varnaratnakara
(12™ Century A.D.) and SamgitaDamodara (16™ Century A.d.) in eastern
India.

Not only that, the text may show the existence of an overall cultural
continuum among the East and other parts of India. Contemporary trends of
musicological thoughts and culture is expected to be reflected in this text if it
is being critically analyzed. Hence the critical edition of Samgitasdara in
print with musical annotations will certainly bring a new opening on the
distinct sphere of musicology in India. There is every possibility that
Samgitasara will occupy a high rank among the treaties on music.




As I have a previous experience of editing a Sanskrit musicological treatise of the
15™ century India as my PhD work, the proposed research would be a unique
opportunity for me to enhance my expertise in the Sanskrit technical literature and
in editing musicological text. A detailed study of the rare manuscripts of
Samgitasarawill provide me with a better understanding of the development of an
age-old tradition of textual musicology and music scholarship in India as it is still
an underrepresented aspect of historical ethnomusicology and archival research.

During different ages the subject musicology occupied various names in Indian
sub-continent. It is known that, before the emergence of Christ, the subject was
termed as GandharvaVidya and was duly included into the stock of technical
writings or Panchama Veda. After Gupta period the term NadaVidya was
introduced instead of GandharvaVidyd. This continuous tradition has offered an
enormous number of scholars to brough out vivid explanation of contemporary
cultural elements through textual documentation through the ages. Bharata, the
author of Natyasastra (1st Century B.C.), Dattila, the author of Dattilam (2nd
Century A.D.), Matanga, the author of Brhaddesi (5th-7th Century A.D.),
Somesvara, the author of Manasolldsa (1131 A.D.),Sarangadeva, the author of
Samgitaratndkara (12th  Century A.D.), Parsvadeva, the author of
Samgitasamayasara(13th Century A.D.), Rana Kumbha, the author of Samgitardja
(1433-1468 .A.D.), Subhankara, the author ofSamgitadamodara(2nd half of 16
C.A.D.) along with many other enlightened scholars have followed this hard way
of textual tradition.

Harinayaka’s unpublished text Samgitasara (approx.. 1467 century) is another
important addition to this age-old textual tradition of Indian musicology
(Q-HWWW ). Because it contains a vivid analysis and of the changes of
tonal and rhythmic systems of Indian music in medieval era with some crucial
documents. However, the text’s special importance lies in the fact that it contains
numerous descriptive slokas that outline the Indian raga-rdagini classification
system of melodies. The text provides a detailed taxonomy that includes many
personified characterizations of Indian melodic modes, which are traditionally
known as male rdgasand female raginis. As an work of earlier Odisha,




Samgitasara also reconstruct the intellectual tradition of musicological history of
the eastern part of India.

About the Text (in manuscript form)

The present text was collected by the eminent musicologist Dr Bimal Ray
(13.01.1911- 11.04.1997) from the personal collections of Sri Brajendra Ray
Chudhury (17.04.1874 -06.11.1957), the previous landlord (Zamindar) of Gauripur
(present day in Bangladesh). He has spent his later life in Kolkata and was very
deeply involved in social service and in many benevolent works towards the social
development. In his voluminous collection of books and hand-written manuscripts
of various subjects, Samgitasara of Harinayaka was also preserved carefully. Dr.
Bimal Ray got the opportunity to collect that pam-leaf manuscript in 1944, when
he came in contact with Sri Brajendra Kishor. Dr. Pradip Kumar Ghosh, an
eminent musicologist of Bengal as well as the closest disciple of Dr Bimal Ray,
had collected this manuscript copy on 4™ May 1987. And recently I’ve collected
the manuscript copy of this important maiden work from Dr. Pradip Kumar Ghosh
in order to publish this after a reasonable editing.

The author of the text Samgitasara is Harinayaka. Nothing in detail can be known
neither about him nor about his family background and tradition (guru-
parampara). But still. from the initial slokas of the text, some of his personal
information can be traced —

“G: NI hATCh RAGHE ANl |
FRTERAHacIam i@y [ 1|
AT GORTSITAHERTY: hadbeTold: |«

The above verse says that the author was born in Mahapatra lineage of previous
Karnataka state. He lived in Sranga, a capital city, situated by the side of the deep
river (Godavari). The author’s surname is ‘Nayaka’, a Maharashtrian kshatriya in
origin. But during the Marathi subjugation of the eastern part of India, the people
of the royal army gradually settled down in Karnataka, Odisha and western part of
Bengal. That is the reason why the surname ‘Nayaka’ is available in these regions
till the date. It appears that the Harinayaka lived in the 2" half of the 15" century




(approximately 1465-90). In addition to the above text, he has perhaps written
several other books on performing arts, which are yet to be traced. Hari Nayaka
was a Hindu Vaishnava by religion. The idea is traced and conceptualized from his

frequent mention of — LI W | at the front page of his writings.

The Manuscript

A single palm-leaf manuscript copy of the work is being collected by now. The size
of the collected manuscript is 21 cm x 5.5 cm. Language : Sanskrit. There are six
chapters and a Parasitism (appendix). It’s a complete manuscript. The condition is
good. But the few folio numbers are moth-eaten.

The Outcome of The Work

Harinayaka, the author of Samgitasara was incidentally not a very well-known
figure in early or late medieval musicological literature. This may be accounted for
by the reason that very limited number of works on music are attributed to his
authorship. The present works Samgitasara seems to be his only work on
musicology that is found yet. But historical records show that Harinayaka has
written a number of Sanskrit texts on various other subjects. Eminent philosopher
Dr. P.V. Kane is successful through some light on the entire works of Harinayaka.
Incidentally, these verses are more or less the same as the verses written in
introduction of many of his other works.

This research also scrutinizes the position of the text Samgitasarain the age-old
tradition of Indian musicology and the music scholarship as reflected in the
subjective discourses of the treatise. The question has been addressed in which way
changing social values and political situations have encouraged scholars to move
from analytical scrutiny of melodic modes, following the analytical approaches of
Indian musicology or gandharvavidya, to the freer, narrative texts that elucidate
melodic structures through short, lyrical descriptions. The Samgitasarais an
indicator of the transformation and reformation of Indian textual musicology in the
middle of the 16th century. Through an examination of the historical context of the
treatise, this research alsoaddresses the question of whether the traditional,
analytical style of Indian textual musicology has retained its importance after the
emergence of new approaches in musicological writing, and whether earlier




approaches have been affected by declining patronage in the changing political and
cultural landscape of modern India.

The Text has six main Adhyaya (Chapters). These are briefly described below-

1. Svaragataddhaya [ Relating to svara]

The characteristics of Nidda (Causal sound) : The Supreme Brahma in the form of
Nada, Lord Makes vara in the form of Nada, Absolute energy in the shape of Nada,
and the sound, an epithet of Visnu. It is said that Prana exists in Brahmagranthi (a
pivot point in Brahmansthana, i.e., a place just below the navel. Prana refers to air),
and from Prana', fire is produced. Again, Nada (ie, the causal sound) is originated
with the combination of fire and air. From the molecule of Nada, the body of Nada
is created. [$1. 12-14]

, Svaraprakaram [Types of Svara]

There are seven musical notes like Sa-Ri-ya-Ma-fa - Tha, Ni. Sa= = Sadja'; Ri=
Rsabha; fo = Gandhara, Ha = Hadhyama; Pa = Pancama', sha = Thaivata; Ni -
Nisada; [52, 23] Sadja consists of 4 Srutis, Risabha 3 $rulis, Gendhara 2 $rutis,
Madhyama 4 srulis, laficama 4 Srutis, Shaivate 3 shutis and Nisada 2 $rutis. The
notes stand on the last sruti of each hole. [st. 24-25]

2. Ragadyaya (2" Chapter)

This chapter discussed - Sampurna raga, sadava raga, ouduva raga, and deshi
raga lakshanam.

Ragas in Sangitasara (48 in Number)

A. Sampurna Ragas ( 23 in number)

Sri Raga.
Natta.

Karnat.
Rebagupta.
Basanta.
SuddhaBhairav.
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7. Bangal.

8. Somraga.

9. Amrapanchama.
10.Kamod.
11.Megharaga.
12.Dravira-Gour.
13.Barati.
14.GUJJARI
15.Todi.
16.Malabasri.
17.Saindhavi.
18.Devakri.
19.Ramakri.
20.Prathama Manjari.
21.Natta.

22 .Belavali.
23.Gaudi.

B. Sadava Raga (12 in number)

Gaud.
Karnat-Gaud.
Deshi.
Dhannasri.
Kolahala.
Valali/ Valaddi.
Deshakhya.
Shavari.

9. Khamvavati.
10.Harshapuri.
11.Mallari.
12.Gunjika (Bhunjika).

b i

C. Ouduv raga (13 in number)




Madhyamadi.
Malhar.
Deshpal (deshkar)
Malava.
Hindol.
Bhairav.
Nagadhwani.
Gondakriti.

9. Lalita.
10.Chhayatodi.
11.Velavali.
12.Pratap-Velavali.
13.Saindhavi (2™).
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3. Prakirnakadhyaya (3" Chapter)

This chapter discussed- Vaggeyakaral.akshanam in detail. Gayana Veda and
Alapti.

4. Prabandhadhyaya (4™ Chapter)

This chapter discussed- the Prabandha Veda.

Prabandha is of two types- viz-a-Viz, Aniryukta and Niryukta. "Aniryukta" refers
to a class of Prabandha which are not composed according to the Principles of
Poetic meters and not set to Tala properly, which the "Niryukta" Prabandhas are
absolutely bound with poetic meters and properly set to Tala.!!17!!

Now, "Suda" (Suddha or Pure) Prabandhas. According to Muni who has described
the "Ela" etc. Prabandhas, now are mostly obsolete. I will describe a few of them
which are practically in use. I will mention the names of "Suda" and then




"Viprakirna" Prabandhas. There were eight "Sudas" Prabandhas, namely - Ela,
Karana, Dhenki, Vartani, Jnombada, Rasa and Ekta good.li. !! S1. 18-19 !!

Those were "Sudas' Prabandhas.

The next are "Ali" Prabandhas. The "Ali" Prabandhasare : Vana, Varunasvara,
Gadya, Kaibada, Ancarini, Kanda, Turagalila, Gajalila, Dvipadi, Cakrabaka,
Krouncapada, Svarartha, Dhvanikuttani, Arya, Gatha, Dvipathaka, Kalahamsaka,
Totaka, Ghata, Vritta, Matrika, Ragakadamba, Pancatalesvara, Talarnava and a few
more. !! sl. 20-22 !!

Now, "Viprakirna" Prabandhas. They are 26 in number, such as - sriranga,
Sribilasa, Pancabhangi, Pancanana, Umatilaka, Tripadi, Catuspadi, Satpadi, Vastu,
Vijaya, Tripatha, Caturmukha, Simhalila, Hansalila, Dandaka, Jhampata, Kancluka,
Tribhangi, Haravilasa, Sudarsana, Svaranka, Srivardhana, Harsavardhana, Vadana,
Caccari, Carya, Paddhadi, Pahadi/Rahadi, Birasri, Mangalacara, Dhavala,
Mangala, Obi, Lodi, Dhollari and Danti. !! sl. 23-27 !!

Those are "Viprakirna' Prabandhas.

Now twenty-sixPrabandhas. They are- Pancatalesvara, Varnasvara, Ankacarini,
Svarartha, Matrika, Ragakadamba, Svarakarana, Vartani, Talarnava, Sriranga,
Srivilasa, Pancabhangi, Pancanana, Umatilaka, Sinilila, (?), Tribhangi, Hansalila,
Haravilasa, Sudarsana, Svaranka, Srivardhana, Harsavardhana, Birasri, Mangala,
Rahadi, Kanthabharana. Next to it is "Sat-Prabandha". The six Prabandhasare
:Candraprakasa, Suryaprakasa, Rudraprakasa, Banshiprakasa, Dipaprakasa,
Rtuprakasa, Navaratna and Sarabhalila. [ Astaprabandhas?] !!SL. 32-34 !!

These are "Sat" (Asta) Prabandhas.

Now. Pancha Tales for Probando.

At first, Alap. ( without rhythm). Without Tala. Then five Padas. Set to, Caccatputa
Tala has rendered twice, but with different Dhatus. The Padas (the compositions)
compromise Tena, Svara, Pata, etc. Angas.After it. Anthora. The Antara stanza,
comprising Pata (drums, syllables), Set to Caccatputa Tala, will be rendered twice.
After it, five Padas, set to, Caccatputah Tala, will have to render twice. In the same




way, the Antara Dhatu (lyrical stanzas), set to Satpitaputrakah Tala, with Svara,
Pata, will be performed twice. Then five different Padas will be rendered twice,
comprising the drum syllables used in Hudukka, a kind of percussion instrument,
and Svaras (not syllables). And then the 'Antara’' Dhatu composed with 'Sankha'
Pata, a kind of drum syllable, he performed. Next to it, the six Padas, like the
previous, composed with the syllables of 'Muraja' applied in 'Antara’ Dhatu with
Pata and Svara syllables are to be rendered like before the 4th part of the lyric, that
is, Abhoga will be rendered in slow tempo. In this part of the composition, the
name of probandha, Tala, and the hero’s name should be mentioned. The song will
be concluded with auspicious words (or letters). This will be the
PancatalesvaraPrabandha. In this Prabandha are 27 Padas and 8 Ragas like Natta
Karnata, Barati, Gouda Sriraga, Pancama, Basanta, and Mallara. This Prabandha is
of two types, such as- Biravatara and Sringara-Tilaka. All the gods are pleased as
this Prabandha is performed in Vira or Sringara Rasa (sentiments).!!sl. 35-42 !!

This is PancatalesvaraPrabandha. (1)

[ Note: In PancatalesvaraPrabandha, five Marga Talas are fixed for Rendition. But
the two Marga Talas are not mentioned here. It appears that- This sloka, perhaps is
lost. ]

Now, VarnasvaraPrabandha :

In the composition of songs, when they will be adorned with Svara (Sa, Re, Ga,
Ma etc.), Pata, Pada and Tena, will be known as 'Varna SvaraPrabandha. According

to distribution of Svara, etc., is off four types, like - Svaradi, Patadi, Padadi and
Tenadi.!! sl. +43-44!!

It is Varnasvara. (2)

5. Taladhyaya (5™ Chapter)

Discussed — the importance of Talas — Marga and Deshi Talas in Indian
music.

6. Vadyadhyaya (6™ Chapter)




This chapter has discussed a few important musical instruments of that time,
including Flutes and Veenas. These include — Kachhapi Veena,
Svaramandalika, Roudriveena, Vipanchi etc. And Muraja (flute) and
Kangsha (solid instrument) is also visible here.

Throughout the entireresearch, a detailed study of the rare manuscripts of
Samgitasara has provided me with a better understanding of the development of an
age-old tradition of textual musicology and music scholarship in India as it is still
an underrepresented aspect of historical ethnomusicology and archival research.
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GIRLS BELONGING TO ECONOMICALLY PRIVILEGED
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Dr. Rajesh Kumar Saha
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Rabindra Bharati University

Executive Summary
Introduction

In this chapter, the entire research work is stated in brief along with the conclusion with
major findings.

Summary of the Study
Background of the study

India is a land of diversity and it is characterized by a diversity of religious beliefs and
practices. The majority of the population in India practices Hinduism and the largest
minority is the Muslim community (CENSUS of India). The data shows that Muslim
population growth in India is higher in comparison to other religious communities,
though it has declined in the past few decades; (From 29% in 2001 to 24% in 2011) this
growth is significantly higher than other religious communities. To reduce the gender
gap in the educational field and in work participation, it is very important to focus on the
literacy rate of males and females in every section of society. So, the literacy rate of this
largest growing minority population of India is a matter of concern. To increase the
literacy rate in India, Government passed RTE Act (2009). The RTE Act clearly shows
the resoluteness of the Government of India in providing education to every child. The
right to Education Act (RTE) was passed to the Indian Parliament on 4th August 2009.It
was passed to ensure free and compulsory education for children between 6-14 years
under article 21 (A). In spite of various initiatives taken by the Government of India, the
literacy rate of Muslims especially females are considerably lower than other religious
communities.

In 2006, Sachar Committee was formed to study the social, economic, and educational
condition of Muslims in India, and that report brought into light some major issues of
this community. According to the report, Muslim girls’ enrolment in primary level
education is 35% whereas in Higher Secondary Level this percentage drops to only 4 %.
The Sachar committee Report analysed the collected data and concluded that poverty
is one of the major factors behind the low literacy rate and high dropout among Muslims
in India.



Even after Education is made free and compulsory in India up to the elementary level the
enrolment and retention of Muslim girls have not increased considerably, which
indicates the probability of other factors, in addition to poverty that eschews the
academic participation of Muslim girls. If economic condition is the major factor (Sachar
Report, 2006) behind the low academic rate of Muslim girls then the academic
participation of Muslim Girls from the economically privileged family must be higher.

Therefore, the academic

participation of Muslim girls with special reference to the economically privileged

family is important to study.
Objectives of the study:
The Objectives of the study are-

e To investigate the academic participation of Muslim girls belonging to

economically privileged families.

e To find out the attitude of Muslim girls and their parents towards women’s

education.

e To identify texts related to the education of Muslims from the Quran and Hadith

which have a great impact on the lives of Muslims.
Research Questions:
For Objective 1 Research Question is-

e What percentage of Muslim females belonging to economically privileged

family pass Secondary and Higher Secondary levels?
For Objective 2 Research Questions are-
e What is the attitude of girls towards going to school after class X?

e Is there any difference between the attitudes of fathers and mothers in order to

send their daughters to school after class X?

e At what age do girls get married in an economically privileged Muslim family?



e How do religious prejudices, social and parental attitudes, cultural norms, and

traditional notions influence the academic participation of Muslim girls?
For Objective 3 Research Question is-

e |s there any disparity between what is written in religious text (Quran and

Hadith) and in actual practice?

Methodology of the Study

e In the study mixed method (qualitative and quantitative) was followed. To find
academic participation, the attitude of parents and daughters toward women’s
education and to find the average marriage age of Muslim girls the quantitative
method was followed.

e The qualitative method was observed to investigate whether religious prejudices,
social and parental attitudes, cultural norms, and traditional notions influence the

academic participation of Muslim girls.

e To identify texts related to the education and empowerment of Muslim girls from
the Quran and Hadith which have a great impact on the lives of Muslims, the
content analysis method was observed.

e The population of the study is the Muslim female students of private schools at

Garden Reach.

e A purposive sampling method was followed in selecting the schools and
samples. The sample consists of 50 Muslim girls, drop-out from renowned high
fees-structured schools in the area. The parents of the dropout girls were selected
to achieve the objective of the study.

e Besides girls and parents, 20 teachers including principals of the renowned
private English medium school in the area were randomly selected for the
objective of the study.

e Apart from these samples, four religious leaders were selected by purposive

sampling method to fulfill the objective of the study.



Delimitation of Study

The study is delimited to the students of Private schools with high-fee structureslocated
in Garden Reach, Kolkata. The Muslim girls of private English mediumhigh fees-

structured schools from other parts of Kolkata are not included in this study.
Tools and Collection of Data

5.7.1 Tools

e To measure the attitude of the girls and parents towards women’s education

separate attitude scales were developed for fathers, mothers, and daughters.

e The semi-structured interview schedule was developed for the qualitative analysis
of the interview of teachers, principals, and religious leaders.

5.7.2. Collection of Data

e The comprehensive primary data to find the percentage of economically
privileged Muslim girls who attain class X and class XII were collected from the
schools. The last three years' data of class X batches were collected to determine
the percentage of Muslim girls from economically privileged families who pass
class X. Also, the previous data of the same three batches were examined to see

how many students were present when they were in class V.

e From the data of the schools, 50 drop-out Muslim girls who belong to

economically privileged families were identified.

e To measure the attitude of girls towards going to school after class X was

collected by administrating the Attitude scale of Daughters.

o the attitudes of fathers and mothers in order to sending their daughters to school

after class X were collected by administrating the Attitude scale of Parents.

e The data regarding the marriage age of Muslim girls were collected through
direct interaction with 50 drop-out girls’ families. The primary data of the

average marriage age of Muslim girls were noted from direct observation.



Qualitative data related to religious prejudices, social and parental attitudes,
cultural norms, and traditional notions were collected with the help of

questionnaires from teachers, principals, and religious leaders,

To find the disparity between the religious text and practices, the content analysis
is done with the help of the Quran and hadiths.

Analysis of Data

For guantitative analysis of data, the descriptive statistic was applied and for inference

inferential statistics were applied. Qualitative analysis was done on the basis of data

collected through the semi-structured interview schedule by applying thematic analysis.

The text related to women and educations were identified from the Quran and Hadiths

for the content analysis.

Major Findings

The data shows that only 61% of privileged Muslim girls who are enrolled in
school pass class X. 39% of the privileged Muslim girls drop before completing
class X.

The percentage of Muslim girls, belonging to economically privileged family

pass class XII is only 25%. The percentage decreases from 61% to

25%. The drop out from class X to XII is (61-25) =36%, which is significantly
high.

The attitude of the parents of economically privileged Muslim families toward

their daughters’ education is slightly negative.

The father group (N= 34) was associated with attitude M= 61.1 (SD=4.1). By
comparison, the mothers' group (N=42) was associated with a score for their
attitude M=73.833. Fathers and mothers were associated with statistically
significant different means which indicates that there is a significant difference
between the attitude of the fathers and mothers to send their daughters to school

after class X.



The attitude of the privileged Muslim girls towards going to school after class X
is slightly negative.

From the findings, it is determined that 11% of Muslim girls get married before
16 years and 59% of girls get married before they turn 18 years. Only 25 % of
girls are married between 18 to 20 years. Above 20 years, the percentage is very
low. 5% of girls come under the category who gets married between 20 to 25

years. (On the basis of primary data collected from the Muslim familes)

From the viewpoint of the Teachers and Principals of renowned English medium
schools, it is found that to economically privileged Muslim parents, more than
knowledge acquisition of children, good command of English is the top priority.
Henceforth, a rise in the enrolment of Muslim girls in high fees-structured
schools is observed. Though, the number of drop-out after the secondary level is
noteworthy. However, the participants express explicitly that the prevailing
cultural orthodoxy prevents economically privileged Muslim girls from accessing
educational opportunities.

The inferior status of Muslim women in society and the religious sustenance of
the erroneous practices restrain the entire community from egalitarian thought

which hinders the progress of the community as a whole.

Religious influence has a large impact on the education system in Muslim society
and as a result, it creates barriers in the path of development of the entire
community. Religious obligation to women forms a set of obstacles to the
educational attainment of girls.

To defend the obstacles from the religious point of view, the religious leaders’
interpretation of religious scriptures makes the women understand that it is
women’s prerogative to receive service from their men. Women are created and

sent into the world to enjoy worldly life

under the protection of their men whereas men have to be dutiful towards the
safety and security of women in order to achieve Jannat afterlife.

Subsistence of religious law over civil law deprives Muslim women of basic

rights.



The content analysis helped to understand the misogyny and its origin of the
notion of women’s inferiority in Muslim society. The influence of male-

dominated culture reflects in Islamic law.

The cultural practices and male-dominated society had some influence during the
time of the compilation of Islamic law, which is still practiced in many Islamic

society in the name of Allah’s instruction.
Many Quranic verses contradict Shari’ah law in regard to women and their rights.

The contradiction between different hadiths and the Quran are never been
unfolded to the entire society to remove cultural orthodoxy. Instead, it
substantiates the  fabrication regarding  misogyny  with  religious

misinterpretations.
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OF THE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH PROJECT (2022-2023) REPORT

TITLE OF THE PROJECT
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SUBMITTED BY

DR SOMA BASU
Professor, School of Vedic Studies
Rabindra Bharati University
56 A, B.T. Road
Kolkata -700050.

PREAMBLE

As per recommendation of the Panel of Experts dated 08/03/2022, the
University Research Project entitled “Critical Edition of a few hitherto

unpublished Smytitexts” for the year 2022-23 was awarded to me as the

Principal Investigator. (Vide Ref. No. RB/DEV/2171/22 dt. March 14,

2022).
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It includes budgetary estimate of Rs 2,00,000/- only (Rupees two lakh
only) to be located and financially administered by the University as per
the mentioned guidelines.

A thorough glance in the New Calaloguas Catalogorum (NCC) reveals
that there are a few texts entitled Sarvadeva-pratistha-sarani, Sarvadeva-
prana -pratistha-mantra, Sarvadeva-prarthana, Sarvadeva-murtipratistha,
Sarvadeva-sadharana-nityapuja-vidhi, Sarvadevasthapanavidhi, Sarvadevi-
pratistha-vidhi etc, the most interesting amongst them being Sarvadeva-

pratistha-paddhati by TrivikramasUri which was found to be a huge text of 91

folios. Its manuscripts were found to be preserved in the Asiatic Society,
Kolkata, the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Pune and other places also.

As manuscripts of other texts were found to be either larger or incomplete or

difficult to procure, I decided to edit the Sarvadeva-pratistha-paddhati by
Trivikramasuri.

Hence the title of my work is —

Critical edition of a few hitherto unpublished Smyrtitexts: A critical edition of

the Pratistha-paddhati by Trivikrama Sari : A Smyrtitext on Vastu.

This is a very brief report of the work, which could not be complete for

shortage of time in spite of putting hard work and best effort on my part.
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The fact that the text is quite a big one containing 91 folios it took a lot of
time to transcribe and collate the manuscripts procured. Again procuring
manuscripts normally takes time, though in this case, it had been
possible for my personal visit to both the Asiatic Society, Kolkata and the
BORI, Pune. After a thorough and physical checking of the procured
manuscripts, it was found that they consist of 91 folios on an average.
The requirement for preparing a text-critical edition on the basis of
manuscripts is itself a painstaking and time-consuming job and the
nature a bit complicated totally different from a simple study. Preparing
critical apparatus and subsequent redaction and critically editing of the
text can be done only after the transcription and collation of the
manuscripts. Then the higher criticism or the Introduction can be

prepared as the last stage of the work.

As per the guidelines, Smt. Jhuma Sarkar was appointed as the
Research Assistant for first 6 months at the rate of Rs. 8,000/- per
month. The grant was Rs 48,000/- under the head of research assistant

that has been borne by the University itself.
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Shri Ayan Saha was appointed as Hiring Service Assistant for 1 year at
the rate of (not more than) Rs. 500/- per day. The grant was for Rs
42,000/- .

Books and Journals have been bought for the departmental library from
Rabindra Bharati University counter, Jarasanko, Howrah Sanskrit
Sahitya Samaj, Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Golpark,
Kolkata, the Asiatic Society, Kolkata, Sahitya Akademi, Visvabharati
Granthan Bibhag, Santiniketan etc. The non-recurring grant was Rs

20,000/-

The recurring grant of contingency for Rs 55,000/- was used for the
purpose of procuring photocopies of manuscripts, various items related
to research purpose like paper, printer ink, photocopying, binding etc. |
visited and worked personally in the Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute (BORI) in Pune, and the Lipika in Santiniketan as a part of the
fieldwork. Photocopies of manuscripts were procured from the Asiatic

Society, Kolkata and BORI, Pune.
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Also a demonstration-lecture on the topic of my research project was
arranged in the Department of Sanskrit, Visvabharati which was

delivered by me during my visit there.

1.0

THE PROPOSAL

“Critical Edition of a few hitherto unpublished Smyrtitexts”

The title of my work is —

A critical edition of the Pratistha-paddhati or Acaryacandrika by
Trivikrama Sari/Bhatta : A Smyfitext on Vastu

It is one of the few hitherto unpublished s/t texts that I wanted to edit
under the University Research Project. The length of the text posed serious
problem in the sense that it was too long to be completed within 1-year
period of time (April 2022-March 2023). Thus, the edited text with the
Critical Apparatus remains incomplete by the time of final submission of

the Project, though transcription and collation work is complete.
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With a view to fulfilling the dearth of critical editions, my proposal which |
submitted for the University Research Project was about the preparation
of a critical edition of unpublished Smyti text under the title “Critical
Edition of a few hitherto unpublished Smrti texts”. To my great pleasure,
| found it was approved, sanctioned and subsequently awarded to me for
the URP for the year 2022-2023. For fulfillment of my proposal, | actually
worked on preparing “A critical edition of the (Sarvadeva)pratistha-
paddhati by Trivikrama Sdri(Bhatta)! : A Smyti text on Vast’ on the
basis of manuscripts preserved in various parts of India. One might think
that, as there are a number of books on Prafistha by various authors like
Raghunandana etc. why did | take up this particular text for editing
critically?

The simple answer is - each text is unique in its own way. There are
various authors composing various texts on the same subject keeping in
view their particular School of the Vedas to which they themselves
belong. And as the texts are quite intricate and interesting at the same

time from their individualistic point of view and their affiliation to different

1 The colophons at the end of each chapter write Suri while the top sheet of the

manuscript procured from BORI, Pune writes Bhatta.
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Schools on which actually the Smpnti texts depend and take their
materials from, they need distinct attention for being critically edited
individually. This is all the more applicable to the text-in-hand, which
may be considered as a Smrti text on Vastu from its title and content.

| had to face the problem for procuring manuscripts as most editors do.
As the stipulated time of the URP is exactly 1 year, | could not wait for a
long time for photocopies of manuscripts from distant places. | myself
travelled to BORI, Pune, to procure photocopies of 3 manuscripts before
starting transcription of the manuscript preserved in the Asiatic Society,
Kolkata. | thought of reconstructing the text on the basis of these 4
manuscripts, but after a thorough physical checking, it was found that 2
manuscripts with different accession numbers from BORI, Pune, are the
continuation of the same manuscript. Thus | had 3 manuscripts at my
disposal on the basis of which | had to edit the text. | could not wait for
more manuscripts as that will take longer time, thereby ignoring the

proverbial saying —'the more the merrier’.
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1.1

THE PURPOSE

It is not generally realized that Sanskrit texts contain an abundance of
valuable material of religious as well as domestic practices, rites and
rituals of ancient times. There are a large number of important texts,
very few of which mostly published are available in print. Though a large
number of manuscripts are lying in different manuscript libraries, neither
the research scholars nor the compilers of descriptive catalogues are
attracted to them or paying enough attention for bringing out critical
editions on the basis of them. The position of printed editions of ancient
Indian texts on Vastuis no better either. The printed editions, with only a
few exceptions, are either edited in a very uncritical manner, or contain a
great deal of confusion regarding the authorship, title, extent of the texts

etc., to mention a few.

1.2

THE SIGNIFICANCE

The purpose and significance of preparing text-critical editions of the

hitherto unpublished Sanskrit texts are to attract due attention to the
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particular branches of Vedic studies which unfortunately appears to have
dwindled to the point of extinction despite efforts made by great scholars
interested in Vedic and post Vedic studies more than centuries ago.
Critically editing a text is no doubt a difficult and stupendous task since a
text-critical edition means reconstituting a text nearest to the work of the
author on the basis of manuscripts. Or in other words, a text-critical
edition aims at the reconstruction of a text which will be nearest to the
work of the original author. However, preparation of critical edition of old
texts is a difficult work. Generally a text has to be edited critically on the
basis of the evidence taken from the extant manuscripts of the text.
Hence, Manuscriptology plays a significant role and becomes inevitably
necessary for any kind of meritorious work on manuscripts. The
methodology of working on manuscripts includes the process of
deciphering, collating and taking up for research and publication of the
critical edition of the text concerned. Standard methodology of a text-
critical edition along with fieldwork

and study for understanding the relevant custom and beliefs at present

will be followed.
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1.3

WHAT IS A CRITICAL EDITION ?

A text-critical edition aims at the reconstruction of a text which will be
nearest to the work of the original author. However, preparation of text
critical edition of old texts is a difficult work. An editor of such a text must
be conversant with the methodology of textual criticism. Generally a text
has to be edited critically on the basis of the evidence taken from the
extant manuscripts of the text. There is not a single rule of text-editing.
While editing a very old text it may be useful to compare as many
manuscripts as possible. The more manuscripts we consult the greater
the possibility of coming across other variants. The ultimate goal is to
find out the readings most akin to the author of the text. If the
manuscripts belonging to a single region are collated, there may be the
chance of their being copied from one or the same source and hence
may contain similar scribal errors or variants, which obviously will not
serve the real purpose. So while collecting manuscripts we should be
careful that manuscripts should be collected from different regions.

Transcription and collation have to be done faithfully. While transcribing

10



Page 11 of 29

we should not change or correct anything and while collating we should
note down only the variants. Collation sheets are like mirrors so much so
that internal features of manuscripts are recorded in them. After
collation, we get a complete tabular record of the manuscripts; if the
collation is very faithful then it might be possible to go back to the
original text. If the critical apparatus is recorded very exhaustively then
after a thorough and critical judgment it might be possible to trace the

lost original text.

1.4

THE FOCUS OF THE TOPIC OF RESEARCH

It is of immense help in understanding and analyzing various rites and
rituals on V&sfu which are still considered as most relevant so much so
that people often consult ancient texts on various occasions of daily life.
These are still prevalent amongst modern day priestly class who are like
guardians to common people having no or less knowledge of the

directives found in the texts like the present one in hand.
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1.5

THE OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF RESEARCH, ITS CONTEMPORARY
RELEVANCE AND HOW IT MAY CONIRIBUTE TO HIGHER
LEARNING

Impact of working on manuscripts is immense, as it involves
interpretation of national heritage and Indian knowledge system through
study of history, geography, area, people, culture, religion etc, leading to
new relation or correlation of facts on the basis of hitherto unknown
texts, thereby ushering in an emergence of areas of national and global
priorities; hence the objective being taking care of national heritage by
bringing to light hidden material coming under Indian knowledge system
in the published form of text-critical editions along with commentaries, if
any, and English translation, for a greater readability. In order to retrieve
the hallowed heritage and bringing to light the invaluable treasure of
source material for ancient text-critical studies, serious integrated efforts
have to be put in to avoid the inevitable extinction of the quintessence of

ancient Indian learning and thought.
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2.0
A BRIEF REVIEW OF LITERATURE

For a proper comprehension of ancient Indian literature it is worthwhile
to note that the authority of such texts is strictly derivative in character in
the sense that these texts claim their superiority in as much as they are
supposed to record the views of the Srutis, the revealed texts directly or
indirectly. Vastu, literally, the science of Architecture, is considered as a
traditional ancient Indian system of architecture based on texts that
describe the principles of design, measurements, layout, ground
preparation, space arrangement and special geometry. Architecture is
considered to be a form of art and texts on architecture which have been
composed by ancient writers since ancient times. Architectural works are
often perceived as cultural and religious symbols and as works of art. It
is the art and technique of designing various forms of building. Historical
civilizations are often identified with their surviving architectural
achievements. The practice of designing and erecting buildings actually
began in the prehistoric era, the facts which we can only know from
material, archeological and anthropological evidence, prehistoric
materials and human remains. The Harappan civilization, a Bronze Age

Civilization, is famous for its systematic planning based on the grid

13



Page 14 of 29

system spreading from today’s North-East Afghanistan to Pakistan and
North-West India. It is the largest of the four great ancient civilizations
and probably the oldest though the scholars may differ on this issue. The
recent research by a team of researchers from IIT, Kharagpur, Institute
of Archeology, Deccan College, Pune, Archeological survey of India,
Govt. of India etc. shows that the civilization itself was much older than

was thought before; it is at least 8000 years old.

Vastu sastra is based on the concept of scientifically combining the five
basic elements, earth, water, fire, air and sky, to create an ideal setting.
It is a branch of Sthapatya Vidya and its principles of construction,
architecture, and sculpture as enunciated in the Vedas, Puranas and
epics can be found in the mantras of the Rgveda, Matsya Purana,
Skanda Purana, Agni Purana, Garuda Purana, Bhavisyat Purana, Vahni
Purana, Visnu Purana, Visnudharmmottara Purana etc. The works by

Kautilya and Sukracarya, though not popular like the Manasara?

2 meaning ‘essence of measurement’ from mana ‘measurement’ and sara ‘essence”

and considered by scholars as a text by no single author.

14
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Silpasastra, Mayamata, Samaradiigana Satradhara by Raja Bhoja etc.

preceded them.

Our society is always changing; newer situations perpetually crop up
demanding solutions in the appropriate moment. The sasfras must have
in them sufficient scope for provisions for the current affairs of the
society. People in general always look forward to derive inspirations
from such religious texts for tackling the situations. If the authority fails to
keep pace with the changing needs of time, it is certain that the
community at large would never be able to accept the directives as
useful and important for their lives.

We may take the examples from the Smrti texts. The rules of the Smytiin
general are intended for giving final shape to Vedic precepts in
adjustment with the needs of and requirements of the society. In texts of
Dharmasastras we notice, therefore, some such provisions which are
mostly of general nature and, therefore, are to be applicable in all the
cases without any expression for all time to come. There are again other
classes of directives which may only be appropriate in particular context.

Because of such a position a considerably good number of texts have

15
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passed into oblivion simply for the reason that the provision contained in
them does not have the stamp of universality. Thus the textbooks of
religion composed by different writers on Dharma should be made
available for different ages. It is evident that for a text to linger long it is

desirable that it should have a tendency of adjustment.

The first person to contribute to the greatness of the metrical Smyti texts
is Manu who is acclaimed to be the oldest and the most celebrated
legislator of ancient India. The bulky nature of the Manusamhita or the
Law book of Manu has necessitated the change towards a number of
simplified texts. In the metrical line of writers on law Manu, Yajfavalkya,
Narada, Katyayana and Brhaspati are prominent having their very
significant contributions which have bearings even very lately on Indian
life and culture.

Same is the case with the text in hand which is not very old but of
immense importance as an authoritative work on consecration or
Pratistha which seldom quotes modern authorities and quotes profusely
ancient Smrtfi and Purana texts, often citing maniras even from the

Rgveda .
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2.1
ABOUT THE TEXT

The proposed project-scheme intends to prepare a text-critical edition of
the ancient text of Pratistha-paddhati by Trivikrama Sdri or Bhatta
(unpublished so far) on the basis of extant manuscripts preserved in the
Asiatic Society, Kolkata (MS B of my reference) and in the Bhandarkar
Oriental Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra (MS A and C of my
reference). It is an old text which seldom quotes any modern authority.
This text which profusely quotes numerous ancient Smyrfs and Puranas
begins thus -

srimad vighnaharttre namah /

pranamya gurupadabjam samasavyasavarjita |

kriyate sarvvadevanam pratisthapaddhatir maya [/
Interestingly the work has colophon for every chapter and it ends with
the final colophon which is as follows -
it sri-raghusdri-sanu-sri-trivikrama-sdari-viracita acarya-

candrikabhidhana-sarva-devata-pratistha-paddhatih safmajpta | samvat

17
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1822 Sravanavadi 11 manau suklavisno(ill)jyatmaja-raghunathasyedam

pustakam svadhyayanartham likhitam iti jneyam .

2.2
THE CONTENT

The text begins with 5 verses starting with the worship of the preceptor
or guru. 1t runs continuously with division into a number of chapters
without mentioning the running chapter numbers. Chapters again are
divided in various sections. Thus one has to face difficulties while
dealing with the text. However, the colophons contain the names of the
chapters indicating their respective themes which are sometimes
elaborative but often small.3 All through the text a number of maniras
have been cited mainly with and often without mentioning the sources.
Large portions from the Mafsyapurana have been quoted corresponding

to the text in hand with ignorable variants. Those have been indicated in

3 For example, to name a few, — /fi Sri-raghusdri-sanu-Sri-trivikrama-sdri-viracitayam
pratistha-paddhatau acaryalaksanam or prasade karisyamane bhdparigrahavidhih or
prasadadinam sutrapatavidhih and so on and so forth. A complete list of chapters

has been furnished as the Index in the beginning of discussion.
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the apparatus, sometimes emended after the printed text as well. A
number of gods and goddesses have been mentioned; along with the
Rgvedic maniras and the hymns like the Purusa sidkta, Hiranyagarbha
stkta etc. Deities from the Puranas such as Siva, Ganesa, Lokapalas,

Visvedevas have been frequently mentioned.

2.2.1

THE CHAPTERS

Very appropriately the first chapter explains the characteristic features of
an Acarya. A long list of essential characteristic as well as physical
features and qualities follows which describes very meticulously the

eligibility of a person fit to be an Acarya.

There comes the chapter on the rules for examining the ground,
erecting palaces according to the directives of the texts, followed by
other equally important chapters like placing the foundation stones
silanyasavidhi, erection of pillars stambhocchrayavidhi and so on and so

forth. Then there is the most important point of determining the proper
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time for construction, worshipping as well as consecrating the different
deities like Indra (who has been invoked as- sacipafe gajarddha
vajrahastam surédhipa), Siva, Visnu and Devi, the goddess and holy
pots, kalasas filled with holy water, milk etc in their right places
according to the directives of the texts. Hence, procedure, calculation of
proper time for consecrating the deities occupy most of the content of
later chapters namely deva-pratistha and especially sarva-deva-
pratistha. Thereafter description of characteristics and signs of other
important related things like the auspicious signs of the altar vedika-
laksanam, the gate and its worship forana and ftorana-paja-viahi,
erection of the mandapa, mandapa-karanam, the sign of the pit, Aunda-
laksanam, the phallus, /liAga-svastikam, the auspicious flower lotus
padma-svastikam, worshipping of the mandala, mandalapdja and the
like is methodically done. Throughout the text one can feel a very
interesting atmosphere of actual experience of building/ establishing/
erecting /consecrating palaces, temples, deities etc. and all other
activities related to construction along with the daily/regular practice of
worship keeping proper and auspicious time as well. The constructions

used to be done with much rigor and practice, as it seems.
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The steps for building palaces, altars, mandala, mandapa, the pit kunda
and establishing/ consecrating the respective deities are mentioned with
much respect and reverence with special reference to Vastu puja and
Vastupurusa, the mantras recorded there being vastospata iti, tvam
ichhapratha iti etc. with the directive that one should sacrifice for 108
times.
We may quote from the text if we like to be a bit elaborative.
For example, at the entrance/gate one should worship Indra (f 32a of MS
A) -

atha dvaradese indram avahayet |
It all started with — agnim ile iti ftoranalambhah here the forana-worship
has been given priority.
Worshipping the gate in the east direction is most auspicious —

pracim tu disam asritya sudrdham nama toranam |

To Indra heartfelt prayers are offered for the prevention of any hindrance

ehy ehi asvat yajfiavedadhisthita-indra-daivatya-mahatoranam yajfiam
raksa sarvavighnan nivaraya [/

rgvedadisthitaya mahatoranaya nama iti gandhadibhir arcayetf/
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Then the procedure advances —
atha trisula-srigesu pradaksina-kramenaditya-nyasah | prathame srrige
indram [dvitiye dhataram [ trtive bhagam ityaditya-trayam [/
And then follow words praising Indra with all his characteristic features
mostly found in the Rgveda.

indrah surapatis caiva vajrahasto mahabalam/

sata-yagadhipo devas tasmai yagatmane namah [/
Again, there is a long description of the auspicious and inauspicious
elements divided into good, better and best qualities, how to recognize
each of them etc. Then there comes the section examining the jat/ - atha
Jatilaksanam. One should choose elements according to the colour,
smell and taste or they may be of mixed nature. Flowers of different
colours should be selected. The ground may be of white, red, yellow and
black colours and the time should be evening. After passing the night
there, it is easy to make sure of the colour of the ground in the day light.
It all depends on the colours, whether they are dried up or not. Then
there is other alternative. The ground is compared to the maiden to be
chosen for a man; first preference being of one’s own caste, if

unavailable then the maiden of lower caste has to be transferred to
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one’s own caste before taking up her hand for marriage. The ground has
to be well-cultivated. bhdyah karsayetf and thereafter various types of
corn has to be sown and the right maiden has to be chosen and
accepted for marriage following the directives of the scriptures/sastras, a

much-discussed concept found in the Smyrtitexts .

Next, there comes the chapter on the worship of Vastu.

In the chapter on the establishment of a palace there are mentioned
various names of auspicious pots, often nine in number, followed by nine
types of trees, flowers and fruits, twelve leaves of each of them to be
placed on them in due course of worship. They are Sami, Udumbara,
Asvattha, Campaka, AsSoka, Palasa, Plaksa, Nyagrodha, Kadamba,
Amra (Mango), Bilba and Arjuna. The Agneya Purdana mentions seven
ingredients that have to be collected for the worship, the most interesting
of them being the soil from two riversides which are flowing towards the
sea (samudra-gamini-nadikula-dvaya-mrttika) and the cow dung which
has not touched the ground (bhumy asamsprsta-gomayam), the names
of other five being VYava(Barley), Brihipaddy), T7ila(sesame),

Suvarna(gold) and Rajata(silver)
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The text contains names of holy waters, scented waters, water mixed

with fruits, medicinal plants, gold etc, like-

samudra-jyestha iti gandhavarina (f13a3), phalodakena (f13a5),
suvarnodakena (f13a6), srfigodakena (f13a6), sarvausadhijalena
(f13a6), imam me gange iti tirthodakena (f13a7) and the like. Then one
should sprinkle the auspicious foundation stones with holy water from
the Kunda kalasa after offering the pdrnahuti. Before that one should
dust it with a cloth, anoint it with sandal paste and Aumkuma, cover it
with cloth and worship with gandhadravya etc. and bring it to the
Adhivasana mandapa worshipping it after placing it on the altar. All this
should be done by uttering one’s own namamanitra and the Pranava
mantra while the Acarya should offer libation for hundred times with
gheel/gjya on their own pit, kunda each along with the utterance of
silanama mantra. Next he goes to the palace-ground where he marks
the place with the stones and arranges them on the proper place
silasthanesu after offering homage to the quarters, digbalim dattva etc.
Then the pot is to be strongly fixed with clay in a pre-dug pit inside the

sanctum sanctorum of the palace. Then there follows a procedure which
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is quite long and meticulous, since there are also upasilas besides nine
navasilas, and eight foundation stones, adharasilastakam. The name of
the kalasa is Uftara kalasa and one should place them by uttering
uttaraya namah iti.

There are mentioned many food items, and other items like -
dadhikravna ifi dadhna (f 13a4), madhuvata iti madhuna (f 13a 4)),
ayarnigau iti sarkaraya (f 13a 4),

ghrtavatiti  ghrtena (f13a4), fejositi ghrtena (f 17b1)), Gayatrya
gomdtrena (f 13a2), manastoka iti gomayena (f 13a3), payah prthivyam
iti parficagavyena, Banana, Coconut, Bel, Narafiga(orange), utensils like
Mrttika kumbha, Kasaya kumbha, Phala kumbha, Pancagavya kumbha,
Vahnistha kumbha for the worship of King Soma, Yamya kumbha,
Madhyama kumbha for the snake-worship etc, seven types of soil to be
collected from anthill and the like.

222

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Most interestingly, from the words of praise (prasast) we come to know

that the author Trivikrama Suri or Bhatta appears to have been a
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Bengali. His father was Raghu Siri and his grandfather Sripati and his
family was said to have settled at VVrddhavalabhrt in the Gaudha country.
This reminds one of the Balavalabhi in Gaudha in connection with
Bhavadeva Bhatta of the 11t century A.D. who was known as

Balavalabhibhujanga.

2.2.3

METHODOLOGY ADOPTED

Standard methodology of a text-critical edition along with fieldwork and
study for understanding the relevant custom and beliefs of the Vastu
texts in accordance with present-day life style will be followed. Field
work involves visiting various manuscript libraries in India in order to
collect material as well as consulting specialists on the subject for
clarifying difficult problems relating to topic of discussion. The standard
principles of Manuscriptology will be normally followed maintaining a
tentative schedule for primary research along with a specimen of

sampling parameters/interviews/survey questionnaire (if applicable).
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The initial period is to be utilized for collection of manuscripts,
transcription and collation of target texts following proper methodology

and the subsequent period of time for editing the texts.

224

THE DATE

The date of the text is yet to be ascertained, as it depends on a thorough
examination of various aspects relating to the time of the author, his life
and other works in the perspective of social and literary history which are
most important. The linguistic, grammatical and syntactical aspects of
the language, the author’s style of writing, social history around which
the particular type of literature flourished, where about of his patron, if
any, - all have to be considered. However, manuscript evidence gives us

its date as 1811 samvat (1218 BS).
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Executive Summary:
CORPOREALITY AS/IN WORK

Swati Ghosh

This is an executive summary of the report on the research work titled
CORPOREALITY AS/IN WORK done under the one year research scheme URP-2022-23
of Rabindra Bharati University for which rupees two lakhs was provided to the author.

In recent times the body has come to acquire new moral and economic codings in
terms of representation and usefulness. It cannot go unnoticed that practices of
caring and body management are a major preoccupation today for both men and
women. Concern of the populace with diet, fitness and beauty attached to the
pursuit of an idealized body is overwhelming and such practices with primacy of
the body seems to structure the organisation of time space and experience of

embodiment to the extent of imbibing one’s work and living.

The robust and ugly globalization and its aftermath glaringly reveal that what was
previously performed at home as an act of attending to the private needs out of
concern for members of the family has been transformed to catering of paid
personal services to individual clients by anonymous care-givers. The institution of
the market has actively penetrated one's private domain rendering 'care and beauty'
as an essential, standardized, and made-to-order service. Alongside concern
regarding own body, working upon other’s body as the site of work has also
emerged as economic options for living. The usefulness of the idealized body is
increasingly producing new spaces of survival and more and more women and men
are taking up the task of repair and maintenance of other's body as paid labour. To
care: is a paid profession now and a source of livelihood for many. And body is the

site of work in all of them.

Here we take up this new arena related to care and beauty rendered as economic
'work.' Our attempt is to identify the traits and attributes of this care-and-beauty-
work, examine the aspects of 'bodily labour' and to problematize the nature of the
service which is care work. This new category of bodily labour, technically termed

as 'affective labour' is complex and diverse but little explored and analysed in



literature. This study aims to understand the theoretical underpinnings of affective

labour in general and capture the affective dimensions of care work in particular.

Work in the usual economic sense is production of goods and services by labour for
capital. In production of services work is performed in-person, to serve others, and
is a specific form of production different from the familiar form of commodity
production in an economy. This service form of production satisfies individual's
immediate need for the service, requires no fixed premise as worksite and is
delivered directly to individuals. The economic process of service production yields
both objects (cooking of food) and non-objects (serving of cooked food) as end-
products to be exchanged for money. This service activity is produced only when
there is a need for producing it and delivered in-person to the individual. This
process of producing/generating the service is considered as work when performed
by paid labour. Considering 'service' as 'work' in the economic sense, creates a
conceptual fuzzyness which is difficult to perceive and has been little attended in
economic literature. We take up this case to attempt a theoretical grasp of the nature
of the service form of care-work and from a political economic point of view,
observe whether production/generation of service is productive of Value, or not.
Our concern also stems from the fact that there is a plenitude of such services

coming up as livelihood options in recent times which is often overlooked.

In care work, the body or bodyliness directly creeps into the product of labour and
is work for the labour who performs it in exchange for money. The nature of care as
affect is corporeal and transacted between the care-giver and the care-receiver. The
service, most of the time, is delivered to the receiver as a package consisting of
physical and/or emotional well-being, performed by paid labour. In care work, body
is the site for producing the service and also of its delivery, having an untethering
characteristic in its working out the task. Further, the work is performed in-person
within the private and intimate domain and for immediate consumption which
refuses to be alienated from the individual for whom it is performed. We take note
of this inalienability of affect as care-work in our analysis and try to discern,
identify and understand the characteristics of affective labour where the act of
caring imbibes corporeal services of various dimensions -- cleaning, feeding,
ambulating, monitoring, protecting, comforting, transforming, beautifying and

many more.



It is also interesting to note that this specific form of 'bodily' work is performed by
the one who is not a wage labour, and evidently outside of the circuit of commodity
production. Once upon a time the household was the 'hidden abode' where acts of
caring were performed by housewives and was considered to be a natural and
selfless behaviour symptomatic of women. The social arrangement of care-work is
historically and culturally linked to women and femininity although feminist
scholarship today would not designate it as ‘natural’ for women or ‘essential’ to

their being.

Besides, the commodification of care-work reinforces a number of crises —
empirical, moral and conceptual. In the real world, the process of
commoditification is difficult to be reversed once it has got started, and the
empirical problem sets therein. The political dynamics of gender-relation
overlapping with class and ethnic differences produce a subordinated, marginalized,
low-waged care worker which brings up the issue of morality linked to caring as

paid work.

The conceptual problem with regard to care work is one of the most difficult notion
to perceive. In capitalist production system, wage labour produces commodities and
services which are exchanged in the market for a price. The labour (embodied) that
has gone into production is alienable, measurable and abstract in form -- an
absolute necessity for fixing a price to be exchanged in the market. But services are
such products of embodied labour which is inalienable and therefore non-
measurable in character, failing to comply with the calculating mechanism
necessary for market exchange. Considering the nature of services where no
material objects are produced, the service is life-work for the labour and performed
within the private and intimate sphere, which in economic sense is not work. The
services which are designated as 'labor in the bodily mode' — involving love, care,
emotion, concern, comfort etc.-- commodified to be sold in the market, are of
immense usefulness but can not be represented in terms of Value. This is the

problematic that the study highlights.

Along with the critical analysis of the labour form of care work and its social

embeddedness, experience of the workers is included as significant factor to



substantiate the theoretical analysis. Observations from the field helped to
confirm/verify the nature and reason for the emergence of such work in the local
context of the city. Personal narratives of lived-experiences of the service-provider
revealed corporeal dimensions and confirmed the answers to questions with regard
to choice, opportunities and modes of negotiation of the care-givers. The workers
were divided into several categories of professionals according to the nature of the
services they offered. The first category included the nursing attendants, physio-
therapists and massures. The second category comprised services of the parlour-
artists and beauticians. The third category included the models, flight attendants and
stewards. Gendered experiences of 36 workers were captured through in-depth
interviews mostly involving questions on body, care, fitness, aging and
beautification etc. Since the questions were of intimate and personal nature,
complying with the ethical norms of research was strictly followed. Confidentiality

in protecting privacy of the interviewees was a primary concern.

What was remarkable, the preoccupation with ‘body’ rather than ‘self” was of most
significant today. Even in societies where traditional values regarding exposure and
use of body still predominate, such as in India, large proportion of the youth were
obsessed with the notion of idealized body in terms of shape and beauty defying
old social norms. In fact, a new set of consumers seem to have surfaced who are in
pursuit of care services that promise to keep intact health and beauty perpetually.
Apart from health care, adding beauty, shape, comfort and confidence to individual
was considered as work, and the service providers, the workers. The transfer of
personal care from the private realm earned both recognition and monetary reward
for the service-giver but at the same time informalized care work by lowering its
cost, rendering the conditions of work further difficult to regulate. The empirical
investigation through survey and interviews of care-workers on the one hand,
strengthened the political economic analysis of corporeal service and on the other,
provided evidences for policy making. The study also revealed the richness of data
on perceptions of female care workers that confounded visibility and voice from the
very beginning even though marginalization marked many a profession of the care

sector in Kolkata.

We hope this study would lead to an exciting possibility towards our theoretical

grasp of 'affective labour' as a category to explain the typical 'service' form of work.



The readers, hopefully, will find this study as an opening for revaluing of the often
unnoticed but rather significant domain of care-work and move towards a world

that inheres good caring for all.
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This project intends to lrace the parameters of ‘dacoity', plunder' and the

Questionable stance of the social outlaw, with the incisive novel True History of

the Kelly Gang as its fulcrum -From the looting, murdering Talibans of
Afghanistan. to the gentle dacoit turned minjster of Madhya Pradesh, to the
great jail breaks by a political prisoners who were branded criminals in Russia of
Stalin's time and or détentes in the China of today, the dacoits and their activities
would be well analyzed. The ‘dacoits’ of the Sunderbans and the Konkan coast
would be included too, to judge the cause of humanity that has been
systematically demolished in the most awful manner and vet it relains, ofien, a
dignity that defies all reason. The past and present blend scamlessly, as laws
are rigid, the dacoity remains unchanged, taking on new facades, and the basic
human nature is unchanging as well. When a tiger prowls through a forest.it
does not heed boundaries. SI{:-_ with the dacoits. They did not sneak or snatch,
they royally took what they desired, even announcing their advent defiantly in

advance.



INTRODVETION

There is an internalizing of the colonial psyche that epitomizes
subjugation. exploitation and domination in such a manner that men
become inhuman, has gone down in history and in popular legends as
redeemers of the poor. Recorded in novels as well - in Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay's famous novel that record how a young,
beautiful and spirited woman, later Debi Choudhurani retaliates against
4 weak, suspicious husband and a suspicious. slur - casting scrl'cict:-;.
From a shy maid, she metamorphoses into a firebrand independent
woman blasting the bastions of male power. yet retaining her
quintessential femininity. The terrible dacoits like Bhabani Pathak who
accept her leadership, worship her like a Devi. In the novel
Kapalkundala, the innocent girl, raised by the formidable, blood -
thirsty Kapalik, turns into a savior of the stranded young Nabakumar,
protecting him from wild animals and from being sacrificed to the
fierce goddess Kali by the evil Kapalik, who was also considering her

as a potential sacrifice.

Physiognomy of the dacoits was totally synchronized with the evil
darkness of their superstitious. poverty stricken world. Tall, sinewy,
massively built, with I:rlnudshult, rolling large eyes, they inspired dread
and fear. Their awful, thunderous voices inspired fear in lonely places,
like a tiger's roar. The flare of the ‘mashals ', add to blinding effect
amidst solid darkness of the wilderness that they inhabited. They were
rough living, dark thinking, hard drinking blood thirsty individuals
who lived to rob, maim and kill. Like today's soldiers, they would
paint their faces with camouflaging effect. so adroitly that even their
families were misled. Hair rubbed with dust to stand on end to make

the man look larger, they used every trick to instill fear.

Most were addicted to drugs and drinks and bloodlust ran in their veins
whether they were ‘thugees' of Central and North India, or the
“thyangares’ of Bengal, whom the British official Sleeman had
controlled, preying on trusting wayfarers in lonely routes. These
ordinary looking terrors had more blood on their hands than the more

flamboyant dacoits of Bengal who were faithful worshippers of the

ominous Goddess Kali and her many avatars, and of terrifying dark

forces.



Gk L

Hunger is often the major factor in turning an honest man’s steps towards crime.
The Bengal of the 19 Century was evolving rapidly and the link between
industrialization, urbanization and crime was emerging clearly. The nexus between
scarcity and criminality was a clear syndrome. Severe crop failures, famine, the
scarcity of the staple diet of Bengal- rice, due to cruel, illegal hoarding. Social
groups who turned to illegal ways and were drawn into the vortex of crime, had
one common feature- hunger. Crimes under the salt., excise, forest. customs laws
peaked around 1871-75. Though commonly known as the Bihar famine (1873-74),
the distress and untold sufferings of the people, it was in Rajshahi that the total
volume of crime was at the sharpest rise. The third major upswing in the TC or
total volume of crime was the highest ever in Bengal. from 1888 to 1897 as bad or
failed harvests and the ever escalating price of the rice (even 12 seers per rupee)
caused a steady escalation of crimes as well. The DRBT (Dacoity. robbery.

burglary and theft) in Midnapore was more than in Orissa’s adjoining Balasore.

Looting of foodgrains in desperate dacoities were most in Burdwan, Birbhum.
Midnapore, Bankura and Dinajpur with the famine ravaged land of the Jangal
IMahal,land of the Lodhas and Bhumijes. Of 67 dacoities, 50 were reported from
the Jangal Mahal.The SP of Bankura reported stores of grain were looted and
consumed by the famished dacoits even before the police could arrive on the scene.
Of 130 reported cases of dacoity in the famine period, 83 were grain dacoities.
These dacoits were often not criminals at all but starving desperate people.They

even gave frank confessions when caught and produced in court.
Grain theft and dacoity for food only remained the most common and desperate

crimes throughout the length and breadth of the subcontinent, from Cuttack to

Dhaka and from Punjab to the North West Provinces and in Southern India as well.
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Un reading, and ever since, re-reading that remarkable book. True Historvy

of the Kelly Gang, a single fact kept hammering into my consciousness- a
criminal, an outlaw. is not born, ever, but made. The society and its
powerful upholders of law, and callous blind followers of the social system
brand the defenseless and the weak members of the society as offenders on

the least pretext, and set in motion a vicious cycle.

Peter Carey. Australian novelist par excellence, creator of this very unusual

book, drives home a cruel truth in his inimitable style of narration.

Ned Kelly. protagonist of the novel, dons the guises of many avatars with
consummate case. A dreamer. sensitive son and brother, reader of
Shakespeare even under the duress of grinding poverty and family pressures,
he retains his humanity and sensitivity. The constant attacks of a
dehumanized society turns a responsible citizen into an outlaw who is to be

hunted down and exterminated like vermin.

The book, rather, the confessions, explores the life of a renowned criminal,
his genesis. atrocities suffered, and final metamorphosis into a notorious
outlaw. Encapsulated in the experiences of Ned Kelly, I find the absolutely
similar images of other "notorious” dacoits of pan-Asia, mainly in India and
its neighboring countries. Of course, just as humans differ, so is the list of
frightful dacoits varied - some are idealistic, many others are cruel and
heartless and sadistic in the worst possible manner. Many murder in the
name of a deity or in that of religion. They are creatures of darkness:
physical moral or mental darkness, and hardly ever seek reprieve, Darkness

has become the core of their existence and their natural element.

Ned Kelly would rob the banks and the exchequers of the government and
take for himself. not material wealth but wads of writing paper for his
obsessive autobiography, where he recorded the pathetic nuances of his
unprivileged life. Many novel and Indian action films of the '60's and 70's
would show the terrible adventures of dacoits with ‘golden hearts'.

Emulating that "Gora dacait' - Robin Hood of England, they would rob the
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rich and help the poor. They were the social equalizers and went on to

become legends in themselves.

Nations. post-Independence, have been tormented by neo-colonial evils of
social malaise, state repression, extreme government corruption, economic
discrepancies and stale repressions of the worst kind. Very little changes
came in with decolonization - the power hierarchies remained intact and the
voice of the former colonizer became the voice of the influential new
government. There was a novel of disenchantment emerging in the 1960s-
Naipaul’s The Mimic Man, Ngui’s Petals of Blood (1977). E. Lovelace’s
Wine of Astonishment (1982) and Achebe’s Anthills of the Savannah, speak

of disenchantment.

This was so different from Peter Carey's quiet dogged optimism. seen in
Ned Kelly the underdog, a criminal hero, the social outcast. Australia. a
continent dubbed and an infamous one, refused its subservience to the
British Crown and opted Kelly as its national icon. For years books, films,
plays. comics, roadshows- all hinge upon this one man, who was not
unfairly over powered and shot down, but one who met a hero's end in full

armored regalia, reminiscent of a glorious, upright Red-Cross knight.

The life stories of the outlaws, whether Peter Carey's Ned Kelly or
Mahasweta Devi's Chotti Munda are located rather strangely in past
- even narration, future stories. Writers use multiple story threads to
give organic unity to the novels. The issues that provoke outrageous
revolts lie deep in the fabric of the socio-cultural milieu, Devi's
Shabars were wild hunter-gatherers, but the Lodha Tribes of
Thargram and adjoining forests were classified criminals, Any looting
or dacoity, and the police, both in the British Raj or of Independent India.
would go preying on the Lodha Community and haul them to
jails, without proof or trial. The aborigine tradition and culture. as
reflected in their oral narratives. is a consummate way to locate their

identity that has survived atrocities.
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CHAPTER 11

"Socio —economic oppressions were truly multi Saceted- a heartless
Zamindari system, the miseries of famine and a rabidly caste ridden
society, as well as the merciless exactions of revenue ﬂﬂh’r’af.?. Often
ousted Zamindars organised dacoities to revenge themselves on the
purchasers of their former properties. In penury, the ‘ryots’ too aften
turned ro dacoity. Despite police establishments, dacoity thrived. Lord
Cornwallis thoughi the natives, rich or poor “a mischievous crew" and
his Permanent Settlement in Bengal rook the power from the Zamindar.
(ransferring it ro European magisirates with darogas of the police in
their supervision. Spies, ' Goyendas' (informers) and girdawears
(overseers) could not stop the violent rise in dacoity. The 3™ Judge of
the Caleutta Circuit of 13" June 1808 had commented that the present
state of the palice in most zillas of Bengal was “wretched, mechanical,
inefficient system, police is a mere mockery.” ( R Rickards, History of
India, P 208)

The dacoits were very different from the petty “sindhel chors”™ and embezzlers.Massive
participation and sheer violence s well as the brazen announcements of the dacoity that marked
their planned raids stood out in sheer intensity and bravado from the mediocrity of felony and
burglary. When large gangs of dacoits became extinet, petty criminals operating in small guild-
like fraternity appeared as railways expanded throughout India under the British rule, it ironically
brought in criminals in groups from Satara, Poona and Sholapur of Western Ghats and
Trichinapally and Ediyapatti of southern India. Their main quarters were in Calcutta and they
commenced recruiting local thieves to rob the train passengers on the train or on the platform.
The urban crime of mob violence, begun in the Tallah riots of Pathuriaghata, centred on the
existence of a mosque on a piece of rented land where the tenants were not paying rent. Fear of
eviction brought on the violent skirmishes.

On the various reasons of dacoity in Bengal, a multi dimensional problem, Rickards comments
that gang robbery in Bengal was known as dacoity and when dacoity in one season was more
prevalent, it could be ascribed to absence of magistrates, a failed crop or the release of prisoners
from jail.Villagers ofien were driven to it by extreme poverty.Tormenting revenue extractions in
Bengal gave birth to dacoity.Rickards had warned the British administrators-dacoity has grown
up through a course of ages into a settled habit and the country in which it prevails might prosper

but several generations would pass before it is controlled totally.



The fear of the Borgi was so intense that even a lullaby, sung even today to

babies, recreates the fear of the plundering Mahratthas.

On roads and fearful jungle paths, interminably long and arduous, the pilerims would move in
groups. The great Mughal Emperor Akbar had decreed that looteras or dacoits should be
punished by death penalty and five hundred dacoits were hung. Gang rﬂhber:.fl' was prevalent. The
bizarre operations of the Thugs ranged in Northern India mainly between Agra and Delhi. The
French traveller Thevenot, has given minute details of their criminal activities. The British were
initially unaware of the enormity and extent of their infestations, but nativw Indians, village
headmen and landlords shared or purchased their loot and there was almost close camaraderie
among them. In the later centuries (18thand 19 centuries) . every tract of India had this practice
prevalent. Bengal, specially, had the monopoly of dacoity, a great problem for the British

Administration, and there seemed no curbing of it was possible.

Rickards publication of his findings on this major problem in 1832, solid evidences on which
crimes and punishment were 10 rest. His details of the Indian revenue system, the condition of
the native people and of the system’s effect on the Zamindari system-as the Zamindars possessed
landed property. Rickards had been commissioned to explore the minutae of the fiscal terrain of

a little known country and its social maze.

Rickards details how the poor and oppressed people were compelled to join the bands of gang
robbers for dacoity.A devastating famine had forced many to relinquish their staid hereditary
Jjobs and join the dacoits out of extreme poverty. At the root of it all was the fanatically casteist
Indian society and the socio-economic strictures levied by the Zamindari system. There was a

major cause for the strong endurance and existence of dacoity in Bengal.

“It cannot be denied, in point of fact, there is no protection for persons of property and
that the present wretched, mechanical inefficient system of police is a mere mockery.
Such is the state of things which prevails in most the Zillahs of Bengal”: (Quoted from
the report of The 3rd Judge of the Calcutta Circuit of the 13th June, 1808)

The frequency and violence of the dacoities increased since the emergence of the East India

Company in Bengal. The British Government did not provide it any notable attention, till 1824.
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It is ronical how two British. administrators, who were scholars of the Oriental studies as well,

helped draw attention to this particular phenomenon of dacoits in Bengal.
In “The Wicked City™, scholar-critic Sumanta Banerjee explores:

"A report prepared by the Justices of Peace on January 1800 listed those who were found
hanging around the liquor shops: gang robbers, river dacoits. pickpockets, petty thieves, cattle

thieves, counterfeiters, cheats, swindlers and receivers of stolen goods.”

These people are shameless, "indulging themselves in every excess destructive of every principle

of public morality,”

The *Baboo Culture’, decadent and slimy. is so described:
“Moina bulbul akhrai gan,

Khosh poshaki yashomi daan,

Adighudi kanan bhojan,

Ei nobodha babur lakkhan"

And it seems a familiar description of any dilettante in any age any country. On the other side of

the spectrum loom the deprived common folk driven to plunder and dacoity.

Rustic dances like “Ronpa Nritya” or the “Raibeshe Nritya” are direct references to the dacoits
and their culture in Bengal, The “Thangare” would look like the commonest and simplest man on
the road but would use the boomerang — like wooden weapon to bring down his prey and
strangle them to death with their own neckcloths. The unarmed pilgrims, often stragglers were
their main targets as were the rich wedding parties. Even today, these criminals often use a more
mechanized system , a steel ‘Phaora’ to deflate the car wheel of the rich wedding parties

travelling to remote villages.
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The population in Bengal was submissive, the plains fertile yet the extortions of the Zamindars
had caused people to abandon their lands and turn to dacoity and Rickards reports that the British
have an army in Burdwan of twenty two thousand men other than officers to guard a district
seventy three miles long and forty five miles broad.The total number of dacoities had risen, he
reports in History of India: or facts submitted o illustrate the character and conditions of Native
Inhabitants.

This is testified by the fact that all police officers, who have said any- thing on these tribes and
their problem, have insisted on severe punishment of these people. Edwardes, while accounting
for the failure of the Criminal Tribes Act observes: "The number liable to be registered under
that Act and to be placed under surveillance is so large that it often becomes impossible to watch
them effectually. The constant movement of the gangs from province to province also leads to
complications and to an overwhelming burden of correspondence, which hardly leaves the police
afficer any time for important duties nearer home...... The country is so large. the criminal tribes
S0 numerous, communications often so bad, facilities for escaping surveillance so many, and the
police, as a whole, so inadequate numerically for the duties expected of them, that the effective

control of these criminal nomads becomes practically impossible." (P-116-117)

How strange it is that we come back full circle to where we began in the onset of our journey to
locate a dacoit. Rather than hunt for the criminal, | believe that locating the human being and his

or her helplessness in perpetrating the crime, needs to be attended too with greater intensity.



CHAPTER 111

“In the Thagi and Dacaity department, compilation of “intelligence” on the

nature, characteristics and manners of speech or ‘signs’ that thugs might use to
identify each other and communicate in secrecy became a priority. The use of
approvals to furnish this data was important, but field agents were also enjoined
to recheck the veracity of this new knowledge and to feed back any new
information that they themselves discovered This process was slow and difficult.
Indeed, it was not until the 1880s that the department came anywhere near
compiling a manual on thug and dacoil characieristics that after Sleeman's
early efforts, had once seemed so close at hand. By that time the anthropological
exercise had generated the notion of tribes steeped in criminality through

generations.”

The central motif of Thugee as represented in popular culture down the ages was its intense
connection with religion, especially with the worship of Kali, the dark powerful goddess of
power and violence, and her manifestations as Bhawani or Devi. The cult was of prime
importance 1o the thugee brethren whereas their ritualistic method of strangling with a silken
scarf they perfected the art of robbing and killing unwary travelers. The myth of thugee is
difficult to detach from their actual operations that led to their exposure to the official and the
public eye. Colonial officers Sleeman, in 1836., Taylor in 1839, historians like Kaye 1853 and
Von Orlick in 1845 had somehow explored their activities closely, making it easier for future
scholars and lawmakers like Freitag in 1991, Singha in 1993 , discursive strategists like Williams
and Roy in 1996, orientalist scholars such as Harlow and Carter in 1999, Cohn 1996 and
Chatterjee in 1998, scholars of colonial knowledge. The terrible thugee, a crime subtle and cruel
became slowly clear in theb social and analytical perspective. Sleeman had forcefully claimed in
1 839 that the treat of thugee had lessened. Scholars carried out meticulous historical surveys and
the past existence of highway murders, maiming and robbery was an established factor. The

reason for this heinous crime, its emergence and identification by the British officers of the

Company was rooted in the destabilizing effect of ruthless colonial expansion on the poor and on

their centuries old social , political and economic order. The Indian society had never been free
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of violence and crime and the Thugee was a new entrant along old lines. Colonial India’s first
great crime, it brought in an evolving of a colonial criminology of the Indian subject that
reflected both the Furopean prejudices and hastened the colonial masters invoking of a positivist
science of criminal anthropology. The two ideas moved simultaneously- the progress of the
colonial expansion into India and the fluctuations of the Thugee problem. The systems of the
social control and knowledge required to control this menace grew. Governing on contract for
Britain, the East India Company, laboring under the hard task of colonial governance had Thugee
as its single major problem. It is strange that the crime of Dacoity soon replaced Thugee,
churning up the peace of the country side. It was a dissipation of the Thug phenomenon rather
than the diffusion of the Thug idea. Sleeman ended to an extent the boundaries between
organized crimes and those perpetrated by semi nomadic travelling groups who were expert at
thieving, desired to be in control of this floating populance heightened the production of official
typologies of habitual criminal tribes. They were now easily distinguishable from the petty
thieves and offenders. The colonial grasp oof the Indian situation became easier for the British
but early boundaries collapsed even massive historical evidences failed to clarif y if Sleeman’s
Anti Thugee campaign really eradicated Thugee or disclosed other atrocious crimes that rendered
Thugee a mere droplet in an ocean of crime and cheating. The stigma of the past remains and the
people from the criminal sections of society face ostracism in many parts of the country.

In the state of Bihar the main traffic of the dacoits was upon or along the mighty Ganges, as
connectivity and escape routes were many. The fertile ‘diaras’ or ‘chars’ (alluvial land masses
that rise or disappeared with the tide) provided both sanctuary and conflict zones to these dacoits.
The Zamindari system, so deep-rooted in Bihar, had many ills that plagued the people of the
region. The *Lathails’ of the Zamindars had a double role- to protect their licentious master and
to boat and plague the poor ryots(tenant farmers) of his domain. Dacoity was a very common
course 1o turn to.

There were many among the Ranvir Sena, which was comprised of the different factions of
mainly landlords of *Bhumihar’ castes and some ‘Rajputs’, targeting the lower “Antva” classes
who were regarded no better than animals- the Chamars and the Dusads. Dacoity here had a
mighty bond with the political and casteist slant of the region. Their atrocities were directly in
accordance with the nature of their 'malik’ or overlord. Unlike Chambal or Bengal however, no

dacoit of renown, for generosity or undiluted terror, emerged from this region, as they operated
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in groups, never alone. For a name to become fabled, like the renowned Phoolan Devi, Pan Singh
Tomar or Thokaiia, was a rare phenomenon and most dacoits remain as anonymous footnotes in
history, be they the unsung folk hero or violent terrorizers of the common people in themselves.
Often it is terrible crimes or their resolution that bring the backwaters of remote areas in Bihar to
the headlines of newspapers. Massacres are common enough here and so make the headlines
rarely, a random and innocuous paragraph at most. Further, many of the societal ills we assume
arc obsolete due to being outlawed continue in unspoken ways, just as the Criminal Tribes Act
simply gave way to the Habitual Offenders Act- this de-notification changed nothing for the
affected communities. For another, in the Bihar region especially, tenant farmers continue being
exploited by wealthier or more privileged landlords,
The enormous size of the state- Bihar being the second largest state in India- and its complex
geographical terrain- plains in the North and a plateau region in the south- inhibit the *PUDR's
investigations(People's Union for Democratic Rights). Often the investigations are forced to be
selective, taking into consideration areas of maximum violence and casualties.

Rajinder Singh Yadav, an uncle, asserted that they had been killed by Naxalites.

According to him the killings were a result of (a) clash that took place with a

Naxalite leader in the local market in Kharma village. He added that Naxalites

were killing innocent villagers like Mandeo Singh and Beni Singh. Bur

according to the BPKS the youngmen had been killed as part of the landlords'

scheme to sections of Yadavs and draw them towards the Lorik sena. Yel

another version was thai the young men had been killed by persons in the

electricity board from Kharma village as they had supplanted some daily

workers by accepting a lower wage. Meanwhile the police, acting on the version

of Rajinder Singh Yadav which no one else corroborates, including the father of

the dead, arrested three members of the Bharatpura BPKS, Mahajan Mochi,

Mohammed Riaz and Kedar Paswan were faken to Dulhan ka Bazar police

station on April 28, kept in illegal custody, tortured and eventually charged with

the murder. Presently all three are lodged in the prison at Phulwari, near Patna.

The BPKS is engaged in active campaign demanding the withdrawal of the false

cases against their activists and demanding the arrest of Bengali Singh who

according to them is the real culprit.
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Just about two vears after Putli's death, Kalla was also killed in a skirmish with

the police.
Putli- a name that is uttered simultaneously with the legendary Phoolan Devi, was a much
maligned womam of the lower caste, incited to revenge and a life where there was apparently no
turning back. Though Phoolan rose to power, she was murdered by jealous dacoil of a past rival
gang. She is recalled as a Dalit woman of grit and bravery, whom circumstances catapulted into a

violent life that was probably not of her choosing.

Home Minister of the government of India, Dr. K. N. Katju had been vociferous in his shock at
the treatment meted out to the criminal tribes.

It 1s an insult 1o god and humanily to treat innocent children of criminal tribes

as born criminals."

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had said in 1936-

“I am aware of the monstrous provisions of the Criminal Tribes Act constitute a

negation of civil liberty. Wide publicity should be given (o iis working and

attempt made to have the Act removed from the statute book. No tribe could be

classed as criminal as such and the whole principle was out of consonance with

all civilized principles of ctiminal justice and treatment of offenders.”
Frequent jail-terms transformed small offenders into hardened criminals. Compulsion to report to
the police at regular intervals gave great power to the low-paid officials who abused them by
taking advantage of these restrictions to extort free forced labor from the poor victims of the
Criminal Act. Bribery of the officials encouraged the criminals to further indulge in their anti-
social activities and totally did away with their moral sentiments.
The Act had an opposite, detrimental effect as it turned people into hardened criminals.
Frustration and bitterness beset them and they tried to wreck their vengeance upon a society
which refused to accept them. Several respectable tribes since the Mughal times turned criminal.
The Vanjaras who had supplied the Mughal army grains; the Chapparbands who with built huts;
the Ramoshis and Wagharis who were guards of the Mughal hill forts; the Lamanis, too,
provided provisions first to the Mughal and then to the British, but the rapid development of the

railway system ruined their prospects. Very few alternatives were left to these tribes, and like



Kanjars, roaming bards and the farmer Meenas of Punjab, they took to highway robbery and
dacoity to cke out a living.
Some, in the present century, have given up their age-old criminal practices to turn into
respectable citizens. The Pardhis, Bauriahs, Ramoshis and Berads have become law-abiding
citizens.
The settlements of the government for the prisoners and their families. so like the deportation
and settlements of the Irish to Australia, were varied, and usually disappointing.
The settlements for Doms in Bihar and Orissa also proved failures as there were too many people
but too few jobs. The reformation was incomplete, as invaluable adjuncts in work like devotion
and ardour were there, but economic solvency was lacking. Ultimately, Mr Starte's opinion was
approvingly quoted by the Commission:-
"It would be betier at once to abandon these settlements where the conditions of
labor are unfavorable and to start afresh in better chosen localities than fo
persevere in the uphill and probably the hopeless task of atlempting lo settle a
criminal tribe under conditions where they cannot secure a comfortable living
and where the temptation to return to crime, with its combination of danger,
excitement and occasional large profit, is irvesistible.” (Report of the All India

Jails Commission, 199, pg.303)

Criminals were considered hopelessly depraved and beyond any contrel, and their locality
horribly unsanitary and conductive to the spread of epidemics, yet certain managers were wire
and conductive to the social uplifiment of the criminals, as in the Bijaur Settlement in Bombay

and the Kulasekharapatnam Settlement in Madras state.



FILMS

Depiction of the dacoits and their lives, from Debi Choudhurani, based on Bankimchandra's
novel “Prafulla” , to “Pan Singh Tomar” , based on the life of a promising athelete , of Olympics
standards , the depiction of a peaceful citizen into an anti establishment law-breaker has pathetic
undertones. The genesis of a criminal is never a natural one . specially where dacoils are
concerned. This is where the Gangs of Wassey differ from Phoolan Devi in spirit. Both
protagonists are law breakers but a dacoit is essentially different from a criminal, this is where

the Corleone Mafiosi men in The Don differ from Robin Hood or from the legendary Australian
Ned Kelly.

Films collected:-

Phoolan Devi (Hindi, English)
(Gangs of Wasseypur (Hindi)
Robin Hood (English)
Devi Choudhurani (Bengali)
The Real Thugs of Hindusthan during British rule in India (BBC Hindi, English)
Sholay ( Hindi)
Pirates of the Caribbean ( English)
Treasure Island (English)
Lorna Doone (English)
. Jalay Jongole { Bengali)
. Reshma aur Shera ( Hindi)
. Tintin (French/ English) Children’s comics
. Ned Kelly (English)
. Bandit Queen
. Sonchiriya

NPITEE B SRR 0 Tl
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Often the crimes of the law makers exceeded that of the law breakers. A gentle people, the poor
in Bengal were compelled by legal tormentors to turn dacoits. ( very reminiscent of the cases all
over the globe, specially recalling the case of Ned Kelly in Australia )

Another very important similarity comes across. In both cultures, Irish and Indian, a mystical
female figure models the concept of total sovereignity.

Kevin Kenny also confirms that “allegiance lo a mythical woman was a common theme in
nincteenth century Irish culture. In psarishes and villages the residents were * children of the one

mother”. The Indian dacoit, whichever corner of India he prowled in , un falteringly paid homag.
to that great dark mother, the Goddess Kali. )



RaBINDRA BHARATI UNIVERSITY

The Executive Summary of the University

Research Project (2022-23)

Entitled : ST TJIET T <TI3T TATHT H GATS HeH

(Gyan Chaturvedi ki Vyangya Rachanaon Mein Samajarthik Sandarv)

Submitted by :
Dr. Rishi Kumar

Principal Investigator, URP
Associate Professor
Department of Hindi (H.0.D)
Rabindra Bharati University
Kolkata — 700050



Executive Summary
IR

ffo-afecy & YT FaT & ITRFEH F d AT dF
AR AT # gred AT 9 FEIfad @ s A3y d@ahi
o WA o@el 8 WER RN 3T @l H HRAg FRRUes,
UAIARIIOT  fAY, deFST HE, JoHFE g gIed PAUd
foRrer, gRYA RATS, eRE e, Whegardr camh, 47 ard I,
¢ FARE, I AT, S, o, Aareda, Murer agdEr 97T g
ST GHGMONT AT H TAleg Higell, YHAHT, O] #AWR,
ATl qMOIH, AT TJIGT H ATH eI & @y forar sar gl
AT & §AY H AT gddar ot [:8eg 39 aiea va deardhr &
for S STd §1 Seglel SRTHeT 36 <F9d HIg Ud ©: cF9y
39T HI AT 37T g HT § ST Seg APl cIIIhRT H
IS FATAY &1 IE ATH 39 crer A THeT St & I@T ATl 3AhT
ATAT AT fF AT Yher S §2 gl GATST A ATT HT Jhiem
thelTUal| 3sTehl ol@el T OROT AT A a1 H St § fAelr o8t A
TIIET &F TG HT YEITT ek & GUF ¥ ‘GAYTN AHAS I3 o
§S| Soglel TH-IAT S 3UATH U 306l TTRNedr & 3REH
W IRMAMEr IR AQR—Er AW IusIrEr d fo@ew cgeg Hr
gfear & wdor Rl $8% 3Wed 3R d 39earar T I@r 39
de & gl 3% el 93T ITATY o ‘edar, ‘§ # Ha,

T SFITAA SIY AT, ‘WAL | o9 AT H g, 3w, S &



Gd, TGr Sl <IT ITT3N ART Ieglel AUl cqaguffidr &r
gl FAAIT| 3olch THDlelT cHIgHRI H ST I Fa& 39T

IRIET W Aol 3Md

AT TIJIG F T IAAAT H OFAST TT S q&N H
forar & afFAfad far a=@ar 1 3T gAY &2 T SiAdr Ul g
FAIfR TATST H S AdEIOT § 3ART FIH-PIST I Hl daT ool
T 1 i fRER F FY HH aXal of @ ¢ FIYUROT RN &l qdr
g ST ToIdr gl I WrHe AR GHATST H o9l H Ield HA
el & foT IRT Far Sar &1 3R 15 Ied alich & FH gl
HAT TEAT & af 3T WA FAT J1ar §1 3T 3BT, FoT 37T,
3T WEe A §, A Pl A gl TH HL A AW AT S o
3T 9T ‘NF & galell drell SART & 37 @gd & I1T 3o/=
gl 3T & gHT H osfrar o O foder gesu, ag forger
TTHIRT AT W 3% A & THET AT H S oI5 98T &
AT § 37T cTdgR 98T 31T glar gl @ o e 39ay 319 &l a7
JHSY &1 T S s ISfhdl &1 d98ec ad ¢l SdaT 8f 781 3o%
ceol off TR0l T & T &1 &Y gdd o S fohder oIsfohar ar
Shasl dere 3R §ACd & g& gl W8 JL # ANHeq g
Jefrar I S 9T H @R =T &1 3T AT 6 3T Bufa
g W W AT I &1 SOIRAIG AR BT e Ugd T B
AT IR-UR S & ARG AEH H 9ol I §1 3H W aJAGr SN
TATST W doIR’ U3 H gd & [ 3ol deiRdlG T R §, ST
PIS TFd 99 el Tohdl ¢l YR-UYR 39 98 AR =T H 37 I




gl oleT 319 3W & T grg o vg 39 3W W AR |/ o9 g
Y 8 8T gl

HST dagdsh oueiq 3R AT 8 F ad §U HA 3
HY H G AT g FS I AT AT & fAT O & § N a7 A
& fov 3T 87 &1 &7 G F W1 § o 37heud O SIaT glemm|
P gH OR-ER oRar, &7, @A @ g W Thar g1 5
FAEAT & agdar S 79T e ‘YSlargr AT H U H 9
fgd & 3or &1 3 gar 9 aRar AR §AST ¥ ke gld o
® &1 e Pufd o g 8% g W § W 3 MR § Fdear
STTHIT FATCT g ST @I g ST 3Te Il grdeh g grefll 3ma
gferd fasmr &1 gATer # Sgd a3 ol gl G @ o s
el T @A deh| 3Tolehel o Ao # Read o« IR0 @
fAel-seTd X FA o #H 3fF fOeard s § g o
qust AR searet & gford femr & afda @ 9o 3 @ifee 3o
¥ RS- Ysded I &1 Yo &l of AHATT chiaadr S T&T
ST ART M W Regd dR ISR &SI A oded ol
sqa faRad Tad ST & Neaed e & & 3TST S gsdl
gl gfoa-emer ad #f & FROT HS SAH Bl S8 J A
IgHR ‘Hdl ¥ ot #F gfow faumer R 9t i Ae-serd @ qu
TATST fhd YehR TR § ol Toieh foham B

TS AdT IR IR & AT e arer o Ao 319 anq
AT IR TG W W©@ ¢l T el Ao g & garg«r wr o ager
gEd gl 39 W AT g S dRasw afd & <9Iy A Fgd @
fF 93-93 3c@emfa Jgrs, g, JHT X A Feo W & IF gl
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3AHr Mg 39 el AT Ah-Tpfa, Ma-vd | A &1 T 30
A IR & garel ek g d 3ifUs 41 HAET agd &1 T §AR &
T AT &1 g 6 S I W dST 98 SIAHTIAT § Adl dfew
e fAoiRY et & TolT| Sogie 39al S09g H HSCMR, PRI
a3t H AT F 7 AT, FA-oTd H TG, Thfd o IRafdd
gid Fawy, faerelr & gedardr aefoes ams, $ifaar, [efar,
TSR &l AT TR, SUSEM, Sid-g1id, $3-gd, deRarG
anfe ot X fAedrR & @=r &t g

T AT H AT H AA Jo-@de IR Femr H
fe@rar =T &1 3 & Siaedl H ITAATT H AT Ug U & faw
HACAYTT, Thdcdeleddl, AAGcd T FAMNRIT W I T3 gl
AY-E-HYT G-l uel dgd 3HUF §¢ 1% g1 3§ W Igdar i
Fed & “9AT AU FI AYHG FATC @A H g AT| e AT JF Hr
el Y| F SEH ¥ 441 3T W@ A 310 e o dar Ted A
J S5-96 Y1 Ted A1 I f9ar gruig g Swr amgd Al ST
T aped Q91 @ 9gaX 3R a1 SIRAT g1 Fevell AT (ILeh-ATAT, GO-
82) 3uPFd HUT H 3YA & Teh U SI0 I[ollEr & AIH 4
JdAT Rfhcasl & TS HIcTgTdl Td elloled H ] F9g i T
TR hereT ThaT 9T &1 adAT Rfhcaest &7 S8l Teh 3R YeTored
& 9fd AR A'g §¢ W@ &, T 30 HAl H ARAET o 95 T T,
St Rrar &1 fOw g1 IREARY 39a1d 3T gfadd 39319 gl
SHH Jraol@Us & Udh BIC ¥ HiEd, Teh B ¥ 9 H gea-faaid
TaoAT P FAC U g1 THH TEY, WFWT, WK, a-agia, sfaerd
gHadAl O Fo GRese gl ‘AARAT AR T 39419 g1 39




39O o TETUA o UATd SHHPT ATHSIUT FIAT TS Idird gidr
gl TIA R H WURY S F v gurt & am ) AR
R Rufa st g &1 Tadaar & gzard O @FEQOT HRAAY A
TUHY ‘GgHRIST del @ gl NI &ar # 3&@edr SR 4
AHA F A AT dicg auf H geAarg g3 A1 I TS HrOIMAHT
& 3T I9H e T 3T ¥ W ARGAY H adA= &ufd
@ §U Fel off Gohal & 6 AUHA A a9 gu F3 diedr aid
gl & 3 3dA a9H dlcd d wls HRM AV G g1 B o
ffea 3R AT der oy R@or Fr aifa 7% 7 Sy $r e
X IE &1 3Tl T 3T ol @t § b dely o el ar A @9y
S| 3HH AT HAHATT  TdTAT T, Ao, Afers
Tg 3MH MWOT W YgR fhar I@m &1 §H A R A% dfd
39T gl #Hid W fOEer 39 39 # 99 99 § Fife s
THUT 3Hh dg H Sllell Hech JA T 1T oJal gl Sooledl a9 &
& HY & 93 HA9 § @ AR #Aggy fHar a1l 93 @ W gy
Ao fAAYS §F S & &6 o AT & R #H I gaoad & gl
AT 39 30 39«1 H HAld &1 T 3oglel 931 H&HA &1 o
337 H FhT gU S 3o 39 Tar 3R AT &1 q@a Aggd
frar a1l @ dRar ol deeg & #Ald & I fomRar g7 &9
T TaY d g1 IRar i Far ufa gkdr §7 s a9 fawar &+t
FH o TS 39T & ATETH & Sl &l 9aqrF fhar g

YRTAETAT Al 9Tadl 39d g1 39 39ard o #Agd o
ST F F9R W F2T YR AT § &F FT T9RaE IraRor el
FI 39 FTROFT & of 1T &1 3AHT AT & foF TR I8 & g




[T W 3T & AT # 9 o0 H 99U N AT gl 99 09 TS

SG dF &l oF a I§ ARl & T gl I ol
leh-FEpicd T fohdid deo I 39 FRET & o ol dl FASER
EH I T P N FGET ST faH IR arem 33U gl
TET TH FgG AHOT AT Fer W g F geee@s H
IRARY 3R GHA F MT & 3Wed T@ET Joga@s H ISHA
W 3dH g T I gl 39 3uIE A Affe FHTSS
FAEIIIT I 3SAT a7 § Og 9% NRad, ¥R & g 4 o gl
&r-snfa 1 e qaeast W w@er # Orar @ oo v 18
gl

A TIEE I SAWCRY UT qX afdca ¥ IS hIg &
AT A g1 STl Al T AT Hgd &1 URFH H ETGH oo 4
33 &l & HROT UTdeh HI GHG A AT IJddl it 3t g 4
SeAa g1 fawa & fafgedan, Ao Hr gAErgfAar R s dr
YUBIET g foddl & HROUT eRE SR & &6 Seal B A forr SATdr
g1 SoTehr AT Uq el @l 9IS I o G EET gl A aJdar
AT H g8 3R U9 &7 UET A g b Sl g gEuY A
Tsh g8 $T dTehd deF S g1 F 3Tl grEt iy ST & Asg dgaey
U9 SUA-Tohdl & GdRT VHT JEJT Hd & O U¢ N YA UIoeh
TAchd & o1 &l RS afecy & gvg f[fur w ameaRa su=ara
f-ga & 81 W A I S ek 099 39=amw g | £
Selch oI AIfgcd & UIosh gof VAT 99T § o f9ar Q1 9 el
AT HAA & FAGT BT gl 6 TP HUA Yo & Uach SYIYHR Al
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IIAE TEIIT TN TG AN AT & FHROT Iy T FH v

ST Ul §ol b g | 3edhl AN gH TP Ud AT & 9fd
Hacale ST &1 ST 9T Hifecy ARG AT &l 35T
fo@r @1 & Uy YR Seiar TFES 3R AHS| JAT I TS
3ccReled &1 fAdgor 3faq &1 & T aF|

ORI T ST bl & T IEJIT vd Tewerd faRieare

v & -

1.

3% <Oeg I A arged fafgward @ S &1 39
el AHATTIh, 3T, Teliiden, ARGide Ud ISerT 317G
MY & edeTd TWHT eTIT fhar /= gl
3AhT HAGT Weh AHfAeTidd # A gu Iy &1 gT 3
HAET 7 g
ATATSI IRade T fger & 39Hr <9 @A I+ {2
3dT IT [T H 3dig &1 f[Jeewur g, addEeT &
gfafees & aur afasy & em-fAder &
d AUl I9g Tt & AeIH ¥ Affea aar 7 sared
HSCTaRT, fAEafaal, 3 AR, X dig & 2N9ull oY ©ie
A Bl
HAGAT &l AdAlcHA® tRIdel W A HfRafFa & A s
T 951 s{fAFT g g
Joehl SFIACHS IHgfd 3Td, e, AT & 3rgd
THHAT I UTod HT TH & STH Teg 8l gl

S TAAVAT3T & FRUT AN U9 I(THRI H d
faftse Taa & 3ifenT £
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Introduction:

Since ancient era, India had her own traditional system of medication
known as ‘Ayurveda'. After the advent and widespread publicity of the Western
medical science, Ayurveda was slowly being pushed at the backseat. In fact, it
was during the rule of the Raj that the practice of Ayurveda assumed the most
wretched form, shorn of all its past glories. On the one hand, there was the
overpowering popularity of the Western medical science and on the other there
was remarkable lack of patronization on the part of the British government. The
allocation for the practice of the Ayurveda was miserably poor. As a result, the
study of Ayurveda reached its nadir during the middle of the nineteenth century.
Under the circumstances, during the 19™ and 20" century, a group of Ayurveda
practitioners became up and doing in reviving the lost glory of Ayurveda so as
to secure their own existence in face of the stiff competition with the Western
medical science. This attempt at retrieval of the lost grandeur of Ayurveda is
known as “The Ayurvedic revival”. It should be mentioned here that the
Revivalists took resort to old scriptures in their revival movement. But not all
Ayurvedic practitioners could decipher the meanings of these old texts.
Therefore, much was being misinterpreted sometimes. To prevent this, the
revivalists started translating those texts into vernacular and published them in
book form. To regain mass interest in Ayurveda, they brought out journals and
pamphlets describing the efficacies of the age-old traditional system of
medication. They also flashed advertisement in this regard. Gradually, a good
number of articles on the effectiveness of Ayurveda came to be published in
Bengali. This significantly influenced the younger generations. True that
1|Page



Ayurveda could not get the better of Western medicines during the period under
discussion, not to speak of the present age. But one cannot deny the fact that the
relevance of Ayurveda could not altogether be effaced either. The lost glory of
Ayurveda could somehow be restored through books, journals, pamphlets,
articles and advertisements. These played the key role in holding out the
potency of Ayurveda in view of the stiff socio-economic challenge from the
Western medicines. This research proposal endeavours to acquaint the common
mass with the books, journals, pamphlets, articles and advertisements published
in Bengali that played a pivotal role as catalysts in the revival movement of
Ayurveda.

In the Introduction of this research work, the key objectives of the
research have been discussed thoroughly. Previous research works that are
related to the present research work under discussion have also been dwelt upon
and analysed. To name a few are- Colonizing the Body: State Medicine and
Epidemic Disease in Nineteenth Century India by David Arnold, Public Health
in British India by Mark Harrison, Domesticating Modern Science : A Social
History of Science and Culture in Colonial India by Dhruv Raina and Irfan
Habib, Science and the Raj by Dipak Kumar, The Evolution of Technology by
George Bassala, Gender, Medicine and Society in Colonial India: Women's
Health Care in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Bengal by Sujata Mukherjee,
Asian Medical System: A Comparative Study by Charles Leslie, Imperialism
and Medicine in Bengal: A Socio- Historical Perspective by Punam Bala,
Nationalizing the Body, the Medical Market, Print and Daktari Medicine by
Projit Bihari Mukharji, Unish Shotoke Banglar Chikitsha Byabostha, Deshiyo
Bheshaja O Sarkar by Binoy Bhushan Roy, Unish Shotoker Banglay Sanatoni
Chikitsha Byabosthar Swarup by Subrata Pahari, etc. Although the above-
mentioned works have motivated the present research work, they have not
discussed the role of publishing world in advancing the revival movement of
Ayurveda. Like other research works, both the primary and secondary sources
have been consulted for the present research work. Moreover, the chapters
(Introduction, The Status of Ayurveda in Colonial Bengal, The revival of
Ayurveda in Medical Journals and Periodicals: A Historical Analysis,
Ayurvedic Literature in Colonial Bengal: A revival movement, Role
Advertisements in the revival movement of Ayurveda and Conclusion) chosen
for this research work have also been presented in brief. As well have been
discussed the originality of the research, methodology and the detailing on the
primary and secondary sources.
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Objectives of the Project: The objectives of the project were as follows-

e To discuss and analyse the ideas and ideologies of the Ayurveda
practitioners and followers of Ayurveda that inspired them to make
good use of the literary publications including books, journals and
advertisements.

e To find out how these publications succeeded in retrieving the lost glory
of Ayurveda.

e To trace the impact of these publications on the collective psyche of the
people of Bengal during the 19" and 20" century.

e To explore how effectively this world of publications aid Ayurveda to
be on a par with the popularity of the Western medicines.

The project was divided into four chapters excluding the Introduction
and the Conclusion parts. The chapters are discussed below in brief-

Chapterization:

The first chapter titled as “The Status of Ayurveda in Colonial
Bengal” begins with a candid explanation of Ayurveda. Then it moves on to
draw up the history of the emergence and practice of the western science. The
scientific knowledge of the Western world was introduced in colonial India in
order to cater to the vested interest of the British rulers. The progressive
initiative by the Bengali intelligentsia and the study of science by them has been
discussed in view of the decadent condition of Ayurveda. Both the colonial
government as well as the nationalist-minded scientists and intellectuals set up
many science organizations. All these activities have been discussed threadbare.
The chapter also analyses the background of the medical system governed by
the British government and their public health policy. As the chapter moves on,
it discusses the hostility and harsh measures adopted by the government to
expedite the spread of Western medicines. The crisis of Ayurveda and
Ayurvedic practitioners has also been delineated in this chapter. The chapter
then throws light on the history of the revival movement of Ayurveda. All these
discussions lead to the mention of the notable Ayurvedic revivalists, the
assistance provided by the nationalist leaders for the revival of Ayurveda, the
world of publications, Ayurvedic conferences and committees, dispensaries and
druggists dealing with Ayurvedic medicines only. Above all, by dint of
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presenting authentic historical facts, a clear picture of the revivalist movement
of Ayurveda has been attempted at in this chapter.

The second chapter is titled as “ The revival of Ayurveda in medical
journals and periodicals : A historical analysis” discusses the periodicals like
Ayurveda Darpan, Ayurveda Patrika, Ayurveda Sanjibani, Ayurveda Hitaishini,
Ayurbigyan, Ayurveda Bharati, The Journal of Ayurveda, etc. Apart from these,
journals like Sadharani, Bhishak Darpan, Anubikshan, Chikitshak, Chikitsha
Sammilani, Chikitsha Samaj, Indian Annals of Medical Science, The Calcutta
Journal of Medicine dealt with discussions on medicines comprehensively. This
chapter also presents the journals and the periodicals that upheld the rich
heritage and efficacies of Ayurveda. Besides, claim for government grant for
Ayurveda, urge to set up Ayurvedic institutions have also been talked about in
great detail. The historical authenticity and explanations of the articles
published in these journals and periodicals have been upheld in this chapter.
Ayurveda-related data published in periodicals like Prabashi, Samayik Darpan,
Tattwabodhini Patrika have been referred to in this chapter. Overall, the chapter
intends to analyse the role of the periodicals, journals and dailies in the revival
movement of Ayurveda.

The third chapter titled “Ayurvedic Literature in colonial Bengal: A
revival movement” analyses the contribution of books in the revival movement
of Ayurveda. Initially Ayurveda was practised only by the Brahmins. But later,
with the forward flow of time, practitioners from other castes also dealt with
Ayurveda. Yet, as basically Ayurveda was a scripture-based discipline, Sanskrit
terminologies could not made out by all. Misinterpretation of the texts proved
detrimental for Ayurveda itself. To express the Sanskrit terms in legible
dictions, it came to be translated in vernacular. The other genre of books cast
light on efficacies of Ayurvedic medicines, process of making them,
terminologies, history of Ayurveda, etc. There was one further topic. Some
books were written by authors who believed in the amalgamation of both
western and indigenous systems of medicines. Jalakalpataru by Acharya
Gangadhar Roy, Susruta by Ambikacharan Banerjee, Susrutaby Shyamacharan
Dey, Pratyaksha Sariram by Gananath Sen, Susruta Sandipan Bhashya by
Haran Chandra Chakraborty, Ratnabali by Prankrishna Biswas, Prankrishna
Oushadhaboli by Jadunath Dutta, Sarpaghater Chikitsha by Pramathnath
Ghosh, Ayurveda Saar Sangraha and Arogya Kshetra by Gopal Chandra Sen,
Dhanwantari or Saral Mushtijog by Purnachandra Gupta, Ayurveda
Bhashabhidhan by Amritalal Gupta, Ayurvediya Dhatrividya by Prasanna
Chandra Maitra, Ayurvedakto Natun Chikitshadarshan by Haradhan Sharma,
Kaviraji Sikshaby Nagendranath Sengupta, Rog Binischoy by Jaminibhushan
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Roy, Rasa Chikitsha O Aryaswasthyabigya by Prabhakar Chattopadhyay,
Chiranjiv Banoushadhi by Shibkali Bhattacharya, are notable among them.
Actually Ayurveda and allopathy was subsisted on a symbiotic relationship.
Ayurveda needed to assimilate some features of allopathy to modernize and
update itself whereas allopathy depended on Ayurveda to adopt to the needs of
the Indian people. This was realized by the practitioners of both Ayurveda and
allopathy and their thought was reflected in the books on medicines they wrote
in the colonial period. The third chapter discusses these books and focuses how
these books became important in the revival movement of Ayurveda.

The chapter called as “The Role of Advertisements in the revival
movement of Ayurveda” analyses the aspects and messages of advertisements
published in different journals, magazines and periodicals that dealt with
Ayurveda. Since printed and illustrated advertisements are always attractive to
the readers, the revivalists sought to utilize advertisements as a means for
propagation of the usefulness of Ayurveda. These advertisements were on books
on Ayurveda, Ayurvedic medicines, dispensaries, workshops, conferences and
even address of the Ayurvedic practitioners. Not only periodicals related to
Ayurveda, but almanac like Guptapress Panjika, leading dailies like
Anandabazar Patrika, Amritabazar Patrika flashed Ayurveda related
advertisements. These advertisements tried to ameliorate the professional crisis
of the Ayurveda practitioners.

The world of publication played an important role in uplifting
Ayurveda to a new height. It is clear that in the face of stiff competition with
western medicines Ayurveda did not lose its relevance, rather through the use of
simple Bengali terms, Ayurveda could spread its wings wide. The new-fangled
Ayurvedic institutions, dispensaries, drug houses, conferences and committees
gained popularity during the time under discussion. Womenfolk of the Bengali
households depended much on Ayurveda. During the post-independence period,
the government laid huge stress on Ayurveda. Nowadays, both government and
private patronage have helped Ayurveda to find a firm footing in the global
market. This was made possible by the revival movement of Ayurveda during
the colonial era and the world of publication played a significant role. The four
chapters of the research work analyse the how different kinds of publications
contributed in the revival movement of Ayurveda so that it opens up a new vista
in the historiography of science.
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QOutcome of the Project:

Revival movement of Ayurveda aimed at making general people
abreast of the past glory that Ayurveda was crowned with. The world of
publication came to great aid in this regard. The initiative of the revivalists bore
fruit. Ayurveda made a leeway into the hearth and hearts of the Bengali people.
Even if it could not outdo the growing modernity of allopathy, Ayurveda
retained its relevance to the extent that even the Western science sought help of
Ayurveda for the sake of its own existence. Gradually many educational
institutions imparting teachings on Ayurveda cropped up under the supervision
of the renowned kavirajs. Ashtanga Ayurveda College was established in 1916
by Jaminibhushan Roy. Almost at the same time Kaviraj Shaymadas Bachaspati
established Shaymadas Vaidyashashtra Pith, Gobindasundari Ayurveda
Mahavidyalaya was established in 1922 in memory of of the deceased mother of
Maharaja Manindrachandra Nandi, Biswanath Ayurveda Mahavidyalaya was
established in 1932 by Kaviraj Gananath Sen.

In addition to the colleges, medicine shops like Gangaprasad Adi
Ayurvedic Oushadhaloy, Mayapur Ayurvedic Oushadhaloy, Adi Ayurveda
Oushadhaloy, C. K. Sen and Co., N. N. Sen and Co., Bengal Chemicals and
Pharmaceutical Works, Kalpataru Ayurvedic Oushadhaloy were established in
Calcutta. In the suburbs too, enthusiasm about Ayurveda was brewing slowly.
Many Ayurvedic drug shops, schools and dispensaries, herbal garden were set
up in the suburban areas too. To name a few mention must be made of Jessore
Ayurvedic Pharmacy, Haran Ayurvedic Oushadhaloy, Shakti Oushadhaloy,
Sadhana Oushadhaloy, Berhampur Gangadhar Ayurvedic Dispensary, etc.

Not only men, some women too came forward to the efforts of
reviving Ayurveda. Jadu'r Maa of Darjipara, Hatu Vidyalankar of Kalaijhuti
village of Burdwan, Anandamoyee Devi of Bikrampur, DayamoyeeMajumder
of Bhakargunj, Mrinmoyee Devi of Shantipur, Shyamamohini Devi of
Sahabatpur were well-known female Ayurveda practitioners in Bengal.
Interestingly, through these women Ayurveda made headway in the inner
houses of (andarmahal) of Bengali households. Almost all the elderly women
of that period knew about Ayurvedic treatment. The simples they used, the
healthy habits they practised and stressed on, were mentioned in the journals as
well as Bamabodhini Patrika that dealt with the women’s issues. The policies
adopted by the government fuelled common people’s interest in Ayurveda in
manifolds. The expense of Western medicines and treatment was put of reach
for most of the Bengalis. The government too was indifferent about the public
health. Neither was the government keen on bring the fruits of Western science
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to the hands of the colonised people. Mark Harrison, David Arnold, Rohan Deb
Roy, Guy Attewell — all raised their voices against this attitude of the
government. Apart from this, the high fees of the allopath doctors compared
with that of the Ayurvedic practitioner, the side effects of Ayurveda made
common people on guard about using allopathy. To make people aware of these
things publications came in great aid for the revivalists and thus the general
people could assimilate the utilities of Ayurveda. Ayurveda became integral part
of the daily lives of Bengali people. Effacing its initial identity as the ‘Hindu
Medicine’, Ayurveda succeeded in becoming the part and parcel of the Bengalis
irrespective of class, caste and religion. Even in the post-Independence era
Ayurveda spread its wings in the neighbouring countries and abroad also. WHO
recognises Ayurveda as an effective measure against diseases. Both in India and
overseas extensive research works are being conducted with herbs prescribed in
Ayurveda. The Government of India has set up a separate department called
Department of Indian Systems of Medicine that focuses its research on
Ayurveda. Ayurvedic Council has been formed to monitor all the issues related
to Ayurveda. In 1971 was set up Central Council of Indian Medicine. A good
number of Ayurvedic schools, research institutions, Ayurvedic medicine shops
have been established also. Above all, the AYUSH ministry of the central
government is playing a vital role in the development of Ayurveda. It might be
said that soon after the Independence no significant development of Ayurveda
could be evinced. Yet a trend towards pluralism and blending of different
methods of treatment has been noticed. Several committees were set up post-
independence to formulise a National Health Service System. While Bhore
Committee (1946) deemed Ayurveda as ‘unscientific’, Sokhey Committee (
1948) regarded it as indispensable and stressed on an amalgamation of the
Ayurveda and Allopathy. Chopra Committee (1948) echoed its view. Under the
direction of National Health Policy (1983) Indian Systems of Medicine and
Homeopathy was set up in 1995. Department of AYUSH was established in
2005 and eventually Ministry of AYUSH was formed in 2014. The 21* century
witnesses the legacy of the idea of synthesis and social integration of medical
pluralismthat was hailed in the 20" century and how Ayurveda is striding
forward with flying colours in the massive world of Globalisation. The
neglected medical discipline of the 19™ century did not succumb to the pressure
of the British government, nor to the supremacy of the Western science. Rather
it joined hands with the publishing world to retain its originality and
exclusiveness to materialise the dreams of the revivalists who desired to retrieve
the lost glory of Ayurveda and the present century sees their dreams fulfilled.
The research project analyses the contribution of the publications in the
Ayurveda revival movement and the threadbare discussion would help the
future generations of researchers and enthusiastic readers to enrich themselves
with the historiography as well as the background of the revival of Ayurveda
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and its excellence and thus the present research project would add a new strand
in the realm of study on the historiography of medicines in Bengal.

Methodology:

All the primary and secondary sources have been explored. The
research is mainly based on official sources, secondary literature and oral
evidences. The official sources include depositories in the archives. The non-
official sources consist of secondary works and literature dealing with Ayurveda
like journals, books, newspapers and advertisements published from Calcutta
and suburbs. All of these have enriched the research with various historical data
related to the revival of Ayurveda. Besides, to grasp the significance of several
publications in the Ayurvedic revival movement, some Ayurvedic practitioners
and votaries of Ayurveda residing in Kolkata and other districts were
interviewed. Books and articles related to the topic of the research work have
also been taken help of. All the primary and secondary sources mentioned above
have been used effectively and eclectically to discern the significance of the
publishing world in realising the motto of the Ayurveda revival movement
which had a great impact on the mass of Bengal during the colonial period.
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Introduction: The essential theme of this research proposal was to trace a
particular aspect of medical history of Bengal, a province in British India, with
special emphasis on the development of a pioneering institute in the twentieth
century. Since a major part of the discourse falls within the colonial period it
necessitated comprehending the establishment of an institute and the evolution
of a science predicated on the growth of western medical technology and the
socio-cultural milieu prevalent at that juncture. Within the purview of this
period the vernacular literature along with the press played a leading role not
only in awakening political consciousness amongst the masses but major tracts
on public health including dental health was published to spread awareness.'
However, news reports on the prevailing ill-health have been perused whose
impact on society was presumably not ephemeral. Nuances of the fatal effects
of epidemic diseases like cholera, malaria, plague, kala-azar etc. are evident in
the existing literature and also the disconcerting effect it had on the colonial
fathers.”

! Mukherji,Radhika Prasanna, Principles of Hygiene or Preservation of Health (in Bengali), Hare Press,
Calcutta, 1895.

% Harrison, Mark, Public Health in British India: Anglo-Indian Preventive Medicine 1859-1914, New Delhi,
Foundation Books, 1994; Anil Kumar, Medicine and the Raj: British Medical Policy in India 1835-1911, New
Delhi, Sage, 1998.



Oral Health was comparatively an uncharted domain in India. Dental health is
an integral part of medical science. The mouth, tongue, teeth, jaws and its
shape, the art of dentistry, diagnosis of disease and its treatment are an essential
part of dental science. Although in common perception dentistry is limited to
the teeth in actuality it incorporates the shape of the mouth, jaws, face and
forehead. It traces its origin to the term dontology. In ancient Greece it owes its
origin to the term ‘odous’. The shape of the teeth, gradual development and
persistence of abnormalities comprises the crux of the matter of dontology.
Similarities in subject matter have prompted the use of the two terms ‘oral
health’ and ‘dental health’ interchangeably.

Historical Background

In the middle ages or even in the nineteenth century dental care was not treated
as a discrete profession. Normally the barbers or other physicians were
entrusted with the responsibility of dental care/treatment. Barbers were often
delegated the responsibility of tooth extraction which entailed a painful episode
or even worse malformed into a major dental disease. In the 14™ century Guy de
Coliaq discovered Dental Pelican which resembled the beak of a Pelican bird
and used for tooth extractions till the 18" century.

The first book on dental care was published in 1530 known as ‘Operation for
the Teeth’ written by Charles Allen and it was published in 1685. French
Physician, Pierre Fauchard is known as the ‘father of modern dentistry’. Despite
the paucity of surgical instruments Fauchard had established himself as a very
skilled dental surgeon by the end of the 17" century and the beginning of the
18" century. Fauchard had also invented the technique of replacing decayed
tooth with an artificial one. His inventions received recognition through the
publication of his book, Le chirugien dentist or the Surgeon dentist in the year
1728.

‘Scientific dentistry’ was introduced in India in the 19" century by the British
and modern dental care and the study of this discipline were initiated a hundred
years ago. Biomedica or modern medicine was initially started in India for East
India Company’s employees and later on for officials of various British
administrations. Medical officers were trained and mostly British doctors were
invited from United Kingdom. The medical doctors expanded their private
practice to public and in the middle of the 19™ century the British Government
established the medical colleges in India to train South Asian doctors, who
could supplement the practice of British physicians. Hospitals and dispensaries
(clinics) were built in the districts and in towns. Dental care was restricted to the
extraction of teeth at such hospitals by medical men/doctor and assistant. In



spite of this for long dentistry predominantly remained in the hands of the
unqualified. The year 1920 was a milestone in the history of dental care with the
establishment of the first dental college in Kolkata. Significantly, this
perspective found expression in the endeavours of Dr Rafiuddin Ahmed and the
institute he established in India in Kolkata in 1920, came to be known as the, R.
Ahmed Dental Medical College and Hospital later on. Prior to this dentistry
was in a ‘primitive’ state.” The establishment of an institute was instrumental in
the development of the science of dentistry. Formerly, the foreign dentists
catered to the recuperation of the British army.* Dr. Ahmed advocated the
American model of dentistry in lieu of his training rather than the British model
and which laid emphasis on the study of basic medical subjects.” In 1928 he
published a ‘Student Handbook on Operative Dentistry’. The duration of the
medical course was two years but through the years it witnessed many
transitions which would comprise the crux of the inquiry. The study
encompasses the formation of the Dental Association and the initiation of the
Dental Act in 1948 and tapers off with Dr. Ahmed’s tenure as President of the
Dental Council in 1958.

Chapterisation

The findings of the research report comprise of an (i) Introduction- which
delves into the significance of the establishment of this Institute with the growth
of a discipline and incorporates a survey of the existing literature.

The study encompasses four chapters, (ii) Chapter I entitled, ‘Imprints of a
Pioneer’ focuses on the background to the foundation of the Institute and is an
attempt to trace the history of the institute and the role of its founder father, Dr
R. Ahmed, the father of dentistry in India.

(ii1)) Chapter II entitled, ‘Dr R. Ahmed Dental Medical College and Hospital
and Scientific Dentistry’ peruses the unfolding of dentistry/dental health as a
medical science under the aegis of the Institute. The significance of dentistry as
a branch of modern medical science was comprehended and incorporated as the
need of the hour.

(iv) Chapter III entitled. ‘Oral Care and Public Health’ investigates the
importance of oral care as a community service and the role of the Institute in
disseminating dental health care pari passu the State’s efforts to spread

® p.C.Kochchar, History of the Army Dental Corps and Military Dentistry, New Delhi, 2000, p. 25
* p.C.Kochchar, The Army Dental Corps and Military Dentistry, op.cit., p.25

® Ibid., p. 26.



awareness in improving dental health and hygiene. The need for similar
institutional community service was emphasised by the government in other
parts of the country and this movement was steered by Dr. R. Ahmed
culminating in the constitution of the All India Dental Association and
ultimately the Dental Council with the passing of the Dental Council Act.

(v) Chapter IV entitled, ‘Post Colonial Overtures’ shall delve into the
linstitute’s contributions to public health and the training it imparted to its
students as agents of community service and the transitions dentistry
experienced as an integral part of the art of healing. The first dental medical
college and hospital, the curriculum it offered as an institute in the beginning
and transitions it underwent in the latter phases.

Conclusively assessing the significance of this institute and enlisting its
illustrious alumni and their contributions to society constitutes a comprehensive
role of this pioneering institute in disseminating community service.

Objectives of the Proposed Study

1) To inquire into the background and aims behind the founding of the
Institute.

2) Curriculum and course duration as proposed and implemented by its
founder father.

3) To inquire into the state of dental science in India prior to the
establishment of the Institute.

4) To inquire into the development of the discipline of dental science under
the aegis of the Institute.

5) To inquire into the contributions of the Institute and Hospital towards
public health.

6) A few significant notions are to be borne in mind to understand the
significance of entering the field of public health and whether the Dental
Medical College under the purview of this work had similar objectives to
cater to,

1) There is still an operator not one doctor in a white coat, but a team variously
attired and with myriad skills.



i1) There is still a patient: not one person but a community composed of many
persons, some with complaints and some with undiscovered diseases.

1i1) Surveying and evaluation are the community equivalents of diagnosis.

iv) Public health involves the efforts of man to better his health through
organised community effort.

v) Dentistry is a newcomer to the field of public health, because good
preventive measures have been lacking for a while and dental disease is only
indirectly a killer.

Scope of the Work

1) To trace the development of dental education through the initiation of the
first dental institute in Calcutta, The Calcutta Dental Hospital in 1925 and
which later came to be known as Dr R. Ahmed Dental Medical College and
Hospital.

2) To probe into the prevalent dental care facilities in the Hospitals and
dispensaries (clinics) in Calcutta and its outskirts.

3) A sojourn in ‘scientific dentistry’ like other medical sciences was an attempt
to comprehend the viability of this science and the effectiveness of the
practitioners through the activities and curricula of this institute.

4) It incorporates an inquiry into the number of graduates from this institute
within the purview of this study.

5) The significance of the Indian Dental Council Act has been probed and the
Medical College and Institute’s role in imparting training to dentists to cater
to community service explicated.

IMPORTANCE OF THE PROJECT

Dentistry and its followers have a tendency, much more pronounced than in
other special branches of the healing art, to be segregated and isolated from
general medicine and surgery. Predicated on this it is important to trace the
development of this Institute,



1) Since medical hospitals (in this case dental medical hospitals) and
dispensaries are designed to serve the purpose of public health, the
trajectories of development of a pioneering institute as the R. Ahmed
Dental Medical College and Hospital unravels nuances of the
indigenous endeavours at spreading medical service and knowledge
in the colonial period.

2) An indispensable part of medical science and human oral health in
correlation with the development of the science as an integral part of
public health.

3) The hurdles encountered by a medical college and hospital at
disseminating knowledge and health care to the general public
attempts at unravelling a comprehensive history of dentistry and
public health based on a case study of R. Ahmed Dental Medical
College and Hospital and is deemed essential to investigate a
significant aspect of the social history of medicine and the
development of ‘scientific dentistry’ as an integral part of this art of
healing.

Survey of Literature

The lacuna persists primarily due to the absence of a simultaneous reading of
the existing literature on public health and the dearth of dental science or the
practice of dentistry in it. The colonial legacy of public health and whether or
not the British progressed in this regard has been the tenor of argument and
inquiry by several studies. Opinions have differed widely from claims that
public health was the sole preserve of the British agency, represented by
H.K.Tinker’s, ‘The Foundations of Local Self Government in India, Pakistan
and Burma’ too claims that the British administration took care of colonial
enclaves in R. Ramasubban’s,’Public Health and Medical Research in India:
Their Origins and development in India’, R.MacLeod and M.Lewis ed, Disease,
Medicine and Empire: Perspectives of Western Medicine and the experience of
European expansion’.’ Scholars have even questioned the appropriateness of
the term ‘public health’ and have preferred the use of the term ‘state medicine’
instead as argued by David Arnold in his work, ‘Colonizing the Body: State
Medicine and Epidemic Disease in Nineteenth Century. Mark Harrison’s,
‘Public Health in British India, Anglo-Indian Preventive Medicine’ has grappled
with the complex politics of public health in India as it developed with the



introduction of western medical practice. Gyan Prakash’s, ‘Body and
Governmentalty’ or Sudipto Kaviraj’s ‘Filth and the Public Sphere: Concepts
and Practices about Space in Calcutta’ and Partho Datta’s essay, ‘Raynald
Martin’s Medical Topography (1837)’ unravels the segregation of two domains
governance and health determining policy implementation of the colonial
government.' Kabita Ray’s History of Public Health in Rural Bengal during the
colonial period delves into the sanitation policy adopted by the government and
the problems that were encountered while implementing inoculation measures.
Sandip Sinha’s ‘Public Health Policy and the Indian Public’ investigates the
prevalent diseases, epidemics, establishment of medical colleges and gives an
overview of the state of health in colonial Bengal.

PLAN OF WORK

Methodology

Dental health or dental medical colleges do not feature in these works and its
absence indicates that dental diseases and hospitals were not attributed utmost
importance probably because they were not considered to be directly life
threatening diseases. This aspect has been further probed.

1) Vernacular dailies (Bengali and Hindi), local literature along with official
documents and personal correspondences have been perused.

2) The latter include correspondence letters between company officials and
their superiors or private papers of medical practitioners and health officials
which were browsed in the libraries and archives in Kolkata, New Delhi, the
British Library and the Wellcome Library.

3) Personal correspondences also included oral history sources- interviews
with Dr R. Ahmed’s kin and neighbours residing in Kolkata, a visit to his
personal library and browsing through his personal notebooks.

4) Regular visits to the R. Ahmed Dental Medical College library, interviews
with the staff, particularly the library.
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